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I like to ask of a text in the Bible, “If these verses are 

an answer to a question, what’s the question?”  In the 

first week of Advent we turn to the first pages of the 

Christmas story, in fact, the first pages of the NT.  

These verses are an answer to what question? 

 Pray/Read. 

1 This is the genealogy[a] of Jesus the Messiah[b] the 
son of David, the son of Abraham: 
 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, 
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother 
was Tamar, 
Perez the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, 
4 Ram the father of Amminadab, 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was 
Rahab, 
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, 
Obed the father of Jesse, 
6 and Jesse the father of King David. 
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had 
been Uriah’s wife, 
7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 
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Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 
Abijah the father of Asa, 
8 Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, 
Jehoram the father of Uzziah, 
9 Uzziah the father of Jotham, 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, 
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
10 Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, 
Manasseh the father of Amon, 
Amon the father of Josiah, 
11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah[c] and his 
brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. 
12 After the exile to Babylon: 
Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, 
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, 
Abihud the father of Eliakim, 
Eliakim the father of Azor, 
14 Azor the father of Zadok, 
Zadok the father of Akim, 
Akim the father of Elihud, 
15 Elihud the father of Eleazar, 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, 
Matthan the father of Jacob, 
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of 
Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called 
the Messiah. 
17 Thus there were fourteen generations in all from 
Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to 
Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 
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 Certainly virtually no one would say that the 

question behind this passage we just read is how do 

you start a book that you are hoping to be a NY Times 

bestseller.  However, however ... the leader of the 

writers’ workshop on being a bestselling author would 

begin just this way.  He or she would offer resume so 

as to locate himself or herself as an authority in the 

audience’s world.  There would be education like 

Columbia University, that he’s Hemingway’s nephew, 

that he interned at Simon & Schuster Press, that he 

was published by Atlantic Monthly, and that he had 

one Edgar Allen Poe Award.   

 The verses we read are, you see, a resume and 

answer the question, “Who are you and why should 

we listen to you?”   

Why should you and I listen to Jesus?  Yes, this 

is a season of red sweaters, strings of lights, and 

musical jingles in which we get nostalgic and have 

warm feelings.  But the Bible asks us to think and on 

page one of Christmas, on page one of the NT, Jesus, 

right out of the shoot, is located for us in such a way 

that we are commended to think seriously about him.  

He is located in an actual history, in a revolutionary 

surprise, and in God’s long saving work.  Actual 

history, revolutionary surprise, and in God’s long 

saving work. 

 Jesus is located in actual history.  The NT does 

not start with “Once upon a time.”  It starts with “The 

Record of the Genesis of Jesus Christ.”  In other 
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words, Jesus is not legend, myth, or fiction.  A court 

recorder who makes records, as this is “the record,” is 

not making putting in ink or digital input something 

known as fiction or opinion.  It is data.  It is what was 

said and what occurred.   

 As such the NT is not about morals-of-the-

story, not about self-help, not about good advice.  It is 

a record about what transpired. 

 Someone once pointed out that a military 

advisor gives advice – put the archers there, the 

trenches there, the bulwarks there.  Follow the advice.  

But if the king defeated the enemy on the plains 

outside the town, he doesn’t send advisors.  He sends 

messengers that tell what happened.  They make an 

announcement and that’s different than giving advice.  

That announcement, by the way, is public and 

universal.  The one announcing the king’s victory 

doesn’t say this happened in reality just for 

Westerners and not for Hindus nor that it may be true 

for me but not for you.  It is asserted as what 

happened regardless of religion, race, or creed.   

Christmas and Christianity isn’t advice, it is 

news.  Other religions offer advice on how to live or a 

path that an enlightened person found for 

enlightenment.  Christianity, on the other hand, tells 

what happened.  Jesus came in actual history as God’s 

son and defeated death.  On a hill outside a city, this 

king defeated death.  Ever since, heralds (hark the 

herald angels sing, angels and that word means 
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messenger) have told the news, a happening in real 

history.  Now here in Matthew is one of the records, a  

gospel, that word meaning “NEWS!”  (good news). 

 Have you gone into all your Christmases past 

and are you going into this one thinking it is about a 

vague man who offers advice?  Don’t.  He’s a man in 

history who made claims about himself and 

performed a great feat.  He made news that affects 

you and me. 

 Jesus in these 18 vss  is also located in 

revolutionary surprise.  This is a record of the 

“genesis” of Jesus Christ.  That’s what the passage 

says literally.  Genesis can mean beginning or 

generation or genealogy.  It has the word generate.  

The word that begins the NT is the word that begins 

the OT.  John in his gospel does the same thing, “In 

the beginning was the word and nothing was made 

without the word.”   

Jesus NT, Genesis OT.  Jesus and Genesis 1 are 

of the same size, the same quality, the same energy.  

In Jesus there is something as surprisingly momentous 

as a whole new world beginning.  Planned for and 

emerging from the old order is Jesus, the generator of 

a new genesis.  In the midstream of history, a brand 

new history.   

 Could you use in the midstream of your 

history, a brand new history?  In the midstream of 

your tiredness, freshness?  In the midstream of 

degeneration, regeneration?  In Matthew 1, the 
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author locates for us Jesus as the one who breaks the 

darkness and thaws the winter and creates new life.  

Look how fishermen became fishers of men, timid 

became bold, men became martyrs, and exclusionists 

became inclusionists. 

 Don’t come to Christmas non-plussed.  Come 

peering into something as embryonic, creative and 

momentous in Christ as a whole new beginning and 

one that can apply to you and to me and to us.  (If 

anyone is in Christ, he or she is a new creation.  II Cor. 

5:17)   

 And Jesus is located in God’s long work of 

saving.  “How so?” you might ask.  Two ways.  In our 

Bible study this week I had people talk about their 

family name and many in doing so mentioned related 

to Mary Queen of Scots, or King Ferdinand, or Albert 

Einstein.  Nobody brought up being related to a 

convict or a flunky or a peasant in Italy.  With our 

family trees we light up the parts that are positive and 

we dim the parts that aren’t.  And this tree, I said, is a 

kind of resume and with our resumes we highlight the 

jobs we got awards in and leave off the ones we got 

fired from.   

 Not Jesus.  He’s got Abraham but he also has 

David, who committed adultery and murdered his 

friend.  Add to that cheaters like Jacob and Judah. 

Then in a world where woman had no legal 

standing and were not a part of family ancestry 

reports, he defies that and has five women … and 
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what women they are!  There’s a woman who slept 

with her father-in-law, a foreign prostitute, a Moabite 

who might be considered opportunistic, a woman 

who flirted with her husband’s boss, and teenage 

peasant girl.  Yet for the high born and low born, the 

insider and outsider, the male and female, the moral 

and immoral … he associates with and his family.  

From them he manages, not being forestalled by who 

they are or what they have done, to come.  This is 

Jesus, associating with, making himself available, to 

all.   

 Have you fallen somehow?  Are you an 

outsider somehow?  This Advent see Jesus, the Savior 

of all.  Not thrown off by our sin but emerging through 

it to save us forever.   

 So one way that Jesus is located in God’s 

saving work is who he puts into his ancestral who’s 

who.  It’s a statement.  But there’s one other way he’s 

located in God’s saving work.  There are fourteen 

generations, fourteen generations, fourteen 

generations.  Or a pair of sevens, a pair of sevens, a 

pair of sevens and thus making six sevens.  Seven is a 

number of completion and rest in the Hebrew world.  

Sabbath means both seven and rest.  The Jew would 

say not TGIF but TGIS, thank God it’s Sabbath. 

 Can you imagine it always being Friday but 

never being weekend?  Can you imagine, as CS Lewis 

put it, that life is always winter but never Christmas?  

Can you imagine a toy train track that has all the 
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pieces to make the oval except one?  That’s what six 

sevens means.  One short of completion, one short of 

weekend fun and rest.   

 Jesus is the seventh seven.  Are you always 

working and not experiencing rest?  Jesus said come 

to me and I will give you rest.  He is the seventh 

seven.  On the seventh day God in completion of 

creation rests.  He is the Jubilee when debts are 

forgiven and lands are restored.  He is, as the author 

of Hebrews says, our Sabbath rest.   

 Are you tired from trying to be good and 

feeling terrible when you aren’t and feeling haughty 

when you are?  Are you tired from feeling inferior?  

Superior?  Do you know that Jesus, at the opening and 

very Christmas, is located for us the one who 

embraces all of all of us and brings us to completeness 

and rest?   

 He’s not just a charming story.  He’s news that 

regenerates lives and brings us to completion and 

rest.  That’s why you and I should listen to him.  

Receive him again this advent. 

 

If you would like to talk with someone about this message 

or your spiritual life, or to have someone pray with you, the 

pastors and elders of the church would welcome your call.  

pastorjeffwood@gmail.com www.welovefirst.org  

www.facebook.com/welovefirstsebastian 
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