
The Post                                            Page   

 

First  Presbyterian Church of Sebast ian,  1405 Louis iana Ave. ,  Sebastian,  FL  32958  
www.welovef irst.org     www.facebook.com/welovefirstsebastian  

   email :  office@welovefirst .org      772 -589 -5656  

I n s i d e  T h i s  I s s u e  

 
 

“If anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new 
creation.  The old 
has gone and the 
new has come.” 

 
II Cor. 5:17 
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Three Powerful Truths for the New Year 

 

We become physically alive by being physically born, 

and this is true spiritually as well.  We become spiritu-

ally alive by being spiritually born.  This happens by 

committing one’s self to Jesus Christ the best you can. 

 

When we are born physically, it is into a family, and when we are spir-

itually born, it is into a church family.  Family ties take nurture and 

commitment, and that’s true of the nuclear family as well as the 

church one.   

 

We grow physically by working with our DNA, eating right, and exercis-

ing.  This is true spiritually.  When we commit to working with the Holy 

Spirit, read the Bible and practice it and prayer, and when we share 

what we have learned and what we have been given, we grow.   

 

I have used the word “commit” in each of the preceding paragraphs.  

It is really true that we become what we are committed to.  As we  

survey a year before us, if we have any notion of setting sail across it 

rather than just drifting through it, I would commend to us the over-

whelming value of committing – to Christ, His Church, and His Ways.  

 

 It’ll be powerful for you…and through you, to the whole world!   
                  

   Blessed New Year,  

 

  Pastor Jeff 
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Clerk’s Corner 

By Mary Keogh, Clerk of Session 

 
Membership stands at 157 members noting the passing of Cary Davis, Gail Crowther and Don MacLean. 

 

Average attendance for November was 136 persons with 153 persons receiving Communion on Novem-

ber 5th.  There were 25 persons at the Blessing of the Animals and 20 in attendance for the Healing Ser-

vice.   

 

The Worship Team investigated the possibility of stained glass coverings for the remaining sliders in the 

Sanctuary, and the Session approved this at their last meeting. 

 

The Administration Team has reported that the replacement the church roof will begin in January, and 

the monies will be taken from the building fund.  They also reported that the net profit for the Thrift 

Shop for November was $1,394.88.  Rosemary Abma as Treasurer and Joan Killian as co-manager have 

resigned from their positions at the Thrift Shop.  Pastor Jeff, Ron Kelly and Bob Brown will oversee the 

Thrift Shop and meet monthly with the volunteers. 

 

The Stewardship/finance Team has reported that $5,972. was received in the special offering for the 

stained glass window project. 

 

There were upwards of 70 people attending our Advent Dinner, and we would like to thank all who 

helped to make it a great success. 

 

This is my last Clerk's Corner as Jane Capo will be taking over as Clerk in January.  It has been a privilege 

to serve on the Session and being Clerk of Session. 

 

I wish all of you a healthy, happy and prosperous 2017! 

 

 

 

We are born for a higher destiny than that of earth;  

There is a realm where the rainbow never fades,  

Where the stars will be spread before us  

like islands that slumber in the ocean,  

And where the beings that pass before us  

like shadows will stay in our presence forever. 
 

  Edward Bulwar-Lytton 
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Mission Team 

by Mary Keogh 

First of all, a BIG thank you to everyone who filled a Shoebox for Christmas.  We collected 104 Shoe-

boxes —  the most  we have ever done.  I called Jinny Earnshaw to let her know what a fabulous job 

everyone did and she was very pleased. 

 

Thanks also to everyone who took a tag from our Angel Tree.  The gifts were brought to the RCMA, a 

daycare for the children of migrant workers in Fellsmere, on Tuesday, December 13th.  I'm sure the chil-

dren will be delighted with their gifts, and I know they were all purchased and wrapped with love. 

 

The Mission Team voted to give $300  to the Ecumenical Food Pantry to purchase turkeys for the Christ-

mas Baskets that were given out on Monday, December 19th at our church. 

 

Also, the Mission Team voted to give $300  to purchase cisterns to be installed in Guatemala with a 

matching grant to come from the Orlando Presbyterian Church. 

 

The Mission Team will be hosting a movie and dinner in January, the date to be announced.    More in-

formation to come. 

 

Our next Mission Team Meeting will be on Wednesday, January 4th at 2:30 p.m., and we would like to 

have more people join us.  So, as you make your New Year's Resolutions, think about joining one of our 

ministry teams.  The Mission Team supports local, state, national and global missions, and we are look-

ing for more ways for our church to participate.  God has given all of us talents and we need to use 

them to further His work. 

 

Remember:  We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.  (Winston Churchill) 

       

Do you remember when… 

 

In the January POST  of 1993, we find the church helping 

 Pastor Don Swope cope with a recent diagnosis and treatment 

of cancer.  Isn’t it great that he’s still with us in January of 2017! 

 

Pictured here with his wife, Frances, on their 55th wedding      

anniversary on June 21st, 2016. 
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Dear Families and Friends, 

         

We need YOU to make our new Church Pictorial Directory complete!  To celebrate our church family 

and strengthen the bond within our congregation, we welcome you to be part of our upcoming new  

Directory. 

 

A new directory: 

 Becomes a lasting record of our current membership & friends of the congregation 

 Helps us connect faces with names 

 

We are partnering with Lifetouch for this important project.  Lifetouch is providing the Directory at no 

cost to our church.  Every family photographed receives a complimentary 8x10 portrait, a printed Direc-

tory and/or a PDF electronic Directory for your computer, laptop, tablet or Smartphone.   

 

You can sign up for your photo session in the Gathering Room immediately following worship on Sun-

days: Jan. 15 , 22  & 29.  Or you can sign up online using the link on our website: www.welovefirst.org.  

Online sign-ups can be made January 16th through January 28th  ( site opens Monday at 9 a.m. and clos-

es Saturday at noon each week). 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY DATES:        Tuesday,  February 7th (1 p.m. – 8 p.m.) 

    Wednesday, February 8th (10 a.m. – 5 p.m.) 

             Thursday, February 9th (10 a.m. – 5 p.m.) 

       Friday, February 10th  (10 a.m. – 5 p.m.) 

 

For your convenience, all photography and portrait viewing will take place in our church Sanctuary with 

NO sitting fee.  You will have a variety of poses taken.  One pose will be selected for the Directory.  In 

addition to your complimentary 8x10 portrait, you will have the opportunity to purchase additional por-

traits on the day of your portrait session (completely voluntary).  Lifetouch’s portrait price lists will be 

available soon. 

 

Be sure to take advantage of this opportunity to be professionally photographed.  We are looking for-

ward to seeing YOU in our new Directory.  I am encouraging 100% participation! 

 

        

 Pastor Jeff 

 

P.S.  Your photography session will take about an hour, 

during which time you will check-in, be photographed 

and view your portraits. 

http://www.welovefirst.org/
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Outreach & Evangelism 

By Joan Giltinan 

DISCOVERING ‘FIRST!’               

We’re ringing in the New Year – 2017 – with a ‘Discover First’ gathering with Pastor Jeff for any and all 

of you who would enjoy the opportunity to get to know our pastor ‘up close and personal’ and to meet 

some folks who worship here.  

, January 18th from 5 - 7 p.m. in the Gathering Room. 

 

Perhaps you missed the October Discover First time, you’ve come to worship here since then, or maybe 

you simply would enjoy some fellowship around the table with this church family. 

 

Please let us know of your interest by leaving a note on the Friendship Pad when you sign in worship on  

Sunday morning, by calling  the church office (589-5656) or Joan Giltinan (581-0392).  We need a count 

by Monday, Jan. 16th so we’ll know how many to prepare for.   

Please join us – we’re looking forward to getting to know YOU better, too!  Y’all come! 

 

NEW CHURCH  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY PHOTOGRAPHY . . .  Coming SOON! 
 

(Pictures from our December 2016 Gatherings ~  Everyone is welcome to join us at the table! 
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From the Music Department                

by Charlene Peacock, Director of Music 

 

Two very exceptional musical presentations are coming to our church.  The Tropical Winds Quartet,   

a newly formed group of professional musicians, will be playing for our January 15th worship service. 

After giving concerts in the Vero area, where they have been highly received, they are very much in 

demand. We are fortunate to have them scheduled and this will be a service you will not want to miss.  

 

CONCERT OF LOVE 
 February 12th, 2017  

 

Look forward to this husband and wife team is a combination of two 

professional musicians. You will definitely enjoy hearing their voices and 

extremely impressed with Eum, a virtuoso pianist. They have recently 

returned from a tour of concerts in Asia and have toured throughout the 

United States and Europe.  

to Show Songs.  

 

  

 The FPCS Choir sings for residents of The Palms Rehabilitation Center, 12/20/2016, with Stan Linder. 
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Presbyterian Women (PW) 

 From Doris Brown   

 
The PW Group held an installation of officers on Dec. 1, 2016 in the sanctuary of the church.  We were 

pleased to have Becky Stewart, Event Coordinator from the First Presbyterian Church in Vero Beach, to 

perform the installation service.  Those installed as officers were:  Doris Brown as Moderator, Nancy 

Loichytz as Vice Moderator, Donna Lilga as 2nd Vice Moderator/Program Chairman, Irene Harpley as 

Secretary, M.L. Crawford as Treasurer, Joan Kimmel as Devotion Chairman and Carol Wise as Circle Liai-

son.  Since we did not get enough people to sign up to go to Sharkeys as originally planned, we then 

met at the Mandarin Gardens Restaurant for lunch.  There were 11 ladies in attendance plus Pastor Jeff 

Wood. 

 

On Sunday, Dec. 18th, the PW was pleased to present Pastor Jeff with a cake following the worship ser-

vice to commemorate his birthday.  Many members went to the Gathering Room after the service to 

enjoy the cake and celebrate with Pastor Jeff, whose birthday is on December 20th. 

 

The PW Coordinating Team meets on the first Thursday of each month at 10am.  We are busy planning 

our next Gathering which will take place on January 26, 2017.  We are planning our usual pot luck 

luncheon and guest speaker for that date.  We invite all ladies of the church to come and join us for this 

gathering.  We are sure you will enjoy the fellowship, the luncheon and the speaker.   PW events are 

listed on the website (welovefirst.org), on Facebook (facebook/welovefirstsebastian)  and announced in 

the Sunday Bulletins, as well as in the POST each month.    

 

Starting in January, we will have one Circle (Martha Circle) meeting 

on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  We will be starting a new 

bible study at that time.  Please join us on January 18th, at 11.30 for 

lunch (bring your own) followed by  meeting and our new Study 

Book, "Who is Jesus?".  Introduction and Lesson One "According to 

Mark" will be given by Joan Giltinan.  Please, won’t you consider 

coming out and joining us?  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjW-qTIrIjRAhUO52MKHdlnCBoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.northumberlandpresbytery.org%2Fabout-us%2Fpresbyterian-women%2F&psig=AFQjCNH5WTIu5QAFWIUwvsepOZFbvaJ5bQ&ust=
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Stained Glass Dedication Prayer                 Dec. 25, 2016 

As music delights the ear and soul, 

So color delights the eye and soul, 

In the word delight is the word light, 

And we thank You not only for music and color, 

But for light. 

 

For light bright and light dim, 

Light blazing and light flickering, 

Light of sun and light of moon. 

This day, this Christmas Day, we especially thank You  

For the light of the cross and of this cross. 

 

For the Light of the world who hung...invincible. 

For the Light of the world that shines there still. 

You have given us the light of love and faith, 

Candled in the lives of men and women around us. 

 

By these, dear ones, our hearts have been cheered; 

Our paths lit and our faith kindled. 

We are grateful to You and to them,  

And pray that this cross and this church would be always resplendent  

with the glory of your truth and love,  

the glory of simple lives lit with blessing and service. 

May this cross remind us of the good favor of Jesus Christ. 
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Lit Lovers Book Club 

By Mary Keogh 

Please come join us at our next Book Club meeting on Monday,    

January 9th  at 1:00 p.m. for a discussion of the book, Forever 

Beach by Shelley Noble. 

There are currently  five or six regular attendees and we would 

love to have  more folks join us.  All those readers out there are 

invited and welcome to come, and bring some book suggestions 

with you!  If you  have questions or want more information, please 

call Mary Keogh at 772-332-5205. 
 

“Forever Beach” is a heartwarming story of love, family, and 

redemption. Two young girls pledged to be best friends  

forever. Separated by circumstance and hurt, they are  

reunited years later as they struggle to put their differences 

aside for the sake of a special little girl. 

 

January Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 

 1/13 David and Christine Pierson  (38) 

Happy Birthday to: 

1/3    Nancy Loichytz 

1/6    Audrey Reed 

1/7    Jamie Clark 

1/12  Donna Lilga 

1/15  Katelynn Bauer 

1/26  Betty Boardman 

1/27  Carol Roy 

1/28  Fred Augenstein 

1/30  Florence Huber 
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To know Christ and to make Christ known. 

Remember these dates: 

Friday, Jan. 6th, 10 a.m.:  Unhanging the Greens 

Sunday, Jan. 8th:  Ordination and Installation of Elders 

Sunday(s), Jan. 15/22/29:  Lifetouch Photography Sign-ups 

Thursday, Jan. 26, 11:30 a.m.:  PW Luncheon Gathering 

Saturday, Jan. 28th, 2pm:  Memorial Service for Don MacLean 

         www.facebook.com/welovefirstsebastian 
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