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Dear First Family . . . Friendmaking for God 

The holidays are here.  We’ve blasted by Halloween and 
soon to be next as a holiday is Thanksgiving.  Travel on the 
highways and through crowded airports for many.  For nearly everyone 
there’s that Thursday when we sit together, a friend from across the 
street or a nephew from across the state, and we talk and eat and eat and 
talk. 

After the turkey dinner comes the addressing of Christmas cards and first 
of the office Christmas parties and the neighborhood open houses where 
everyone is wearing something red.  It all leads up to Christmas Eve 
services and the next day going, once again, to a friend or relative’s home 
for food and festivities.  Right around the bend is the Time’s Square ball 
descending and ringing in the New Year.  More often than not the ringing 
in involves a day of football games and snacks.   

In all of these gatherings there will be someone who needs your heart 
inclined toward them in love, your eyes and ears being attentive, your 
soul praying for them as you visit with them, and your smile.  How many 
would be uplifted by your smile, the gift of simple book like Jesus Calling, 
and a departing word like, “When I say my prayers tonight I’m going to 
ask God to bless you in a special way”?  Take a book like the one I 
mentioned as a gift for your host/hostess or give it as a thank-you-for-
coming gift if you are the host.   

At some point in the dinner conversation why not ask people to share a 
blessing they are thankful for?  Go around the room.  But maybe you’ll 
start it not with something like, “My family,” but, “I’m grateful to God for 
my family.”   

A lot of family and friends have some frustrations that could use your light 
and reassuring touch.  Others could use the peace that would come from  
you saying something like, “Let’s bury the hatchet on this,” or, “I am 
sorry.” 

continued on next page 
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Member Spotlight: Beth Tallcott and Faye Sheppard 
(Our Old Friends) by Sally Clark 

Make new friends, but keep the old.  One is silver, 
the other is gold” -- so saith poet Joseph Parry in 
the late 1800s.  True and relevant still, this 
sentiment came to mind when our church was 
contacted by old friend Faye Sheppard, who along 
with her mother, Beth Tallcott, has moved back to 
the area after a long absence.  A recent visit to 
their Vero Beach home was delightful.   

Beth and Faye were part of our First Pres family back in the early days, when 
worship was held at Strunk Funeral Home, then spilling over into our 
present locale.  Circumstance took them elsewhere in the 90s.     

Beth, age 98, is a wonder.  Slow to move and straining to hear, her memory 
yet remains sharp.  Wise old eyes light up as she shares her life story.  
Originally from Michigan, she’s lived in Florida since 1975 when she and 
hubby Roger Heath moved to Barefoot Bay.  As early residents they were 
community-minded; Roger fought to have more streetlights mounted to 
keep their neighborhood safe.  Roger died in 1985; Beth remained in their 
BB home.   

In 1988, Beth went to Kansas to care for her ailing sister Louise.  Several 
trips followed, and Beth met a gentleman neighbor on her early morning 
walks.  A widower, Forest Tallcott (aka “Frosty”) came along for these 6 AM 
walks; friendship soon blossomed.  When Beth returned to Florida, phone 
calls and letters led to a marriage proposal, and Frosty moved to Barefoot 
Bay.  

Meanwhile, our church outgrew Strunk’s and relocated to new digs in 
September 1988.  The happy couple asked Rev. Swope to marry them, and 
later that month became the first folks to be wed in our beautiful new 
sanctuary.  Beth & Frosty remained active members here until they moved 
to Palm Bay.  Frosty died in 2008 while living at Glenbrook, where Beth 
stayed until recently. 

Continued on next page

Beth & Faye 

Beth & Chewie 

The point is that over the next eight weeks each of us will have, most likely, a chance to be a simple 
and good person for Christ.  Not just for ourselves but for Christ and others.  Remember, wherever you 
are, He has put you there and there’s something He wants to do through you there.   

         Gratefully, 
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Continued from previous page (Member Spotlight - Beth Tallcott and Faye Sheppard) 
Former friends come calling in this tale; Connie Stinchfield was a favored friend in Barefoot Bay.  Beth 
was in the hospital auxiliary at Sebastian Hospital for years, and remembers our dear Alice Hague and 
Daisy Knowles while there.  Long a talented artist, walls in Beth’s current home are dotted with her 
paintings and cross-stitch renderings. 

Faye also worshiped at our church, belonging to our long-ago Esther Circle, then was unable to 
participate due to a lingering illness.  Healing happened when she became part of a clown ministry.  In 
one of our Sunday services, she performed with children from Melbourne’s Baptist Children’s Home in a 
meaningful program based on “fruits of the spirit.”  Clowning kept her busy bringing smiles to nursing 
homes, birthday parties and other such events.  Faye crochets in leisure moments.  She has been 
involved in teaching English as a second language through the Literacy Services of Indian River County, 
and shares success stories from her students there.  

Now wanting to ease Beth’s days, daughter Faye has taken her into her Vero Beach home, where they 
live with their darling doggies, Chewie & Spirit.  Happiness lives there; love does, too.  Asked if they 
share the chores, Beth says, “Faye does the cooking.  I do the eating!”   Visitors are welcome; contact 
details are in the church office.  Go grab some gold while wise eyes dance. 

Clerk’s Corner 
by Jane Capo 

Stated Meeting of the Session was held on 10/11/2017.  We reviewed 
our memory verse, 2 Corinthians 5:17, and talked about what it 
means to us to be a "new creation" in Christ.  The word hope captures 
many of the thoughts that were expressed.  We agreed that newness 
of life, hope, and a welling up of joy can and should be a daily reality 
for all who are in Christ.  Our chapter in “Celebration of Discipline” 
was about the discipline of submission and how it can relieve us of 
"the terrible burden of always needing to get our own way."  Jesus 
lived a life of submission and service, setting an example for us to follow. 

Our membership report shows 168 Active Members and 17 Affiliate Members, reflecting the death of 
Elizabeth "Betty" Boardman on 9/29/17 and the removal of Patricia Adkins from the Active Member roll 
(member request, moved from the area).  We had 17 people signed up for the next Discover First class, 
so take time to greet and welcome folks who are new to our fellowship.  The funds from Don 
MacLean's bequest have been received, totaling about $14,000.  How grateful we are to Don and 
others who have remembered the church in their wills.  

Ron Kelly reports that the Thrift Shop will soon be returning to the two-shift schedule, and about five 
volunteers are still needed to fill out the roster.  Please see Ron or Pastor Jeff or Susan Mann if you are 
able to put in a few hours at the Thrift Shop.  Speaking of service, we brain-stormed with Pastor Jeff to 
think of opportunities for our members (that's you and me) to be involved in the work of the church in 
some way.  There's a task for everyone, so keep your eyes and ears open. 
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Outreach/Evangelism Team 
by Joan Giltinan 
 

DISCOVERING ‘FIRST!     By the time you read this, we hope you have met all our 
newer worshipers who have been ‘Discovering First’ by participating in that special 
Oct. 18th event with Pastor Jeff.  We had 18 new folks with us that evening. 
 
Many of these folks have already ‘plugged in’ to activities here at ‘First’ by coming to the summer 
Picnic & the ‘Welcome Back’ Supper on Oct. 28th,  attending a Bible study, volunteering at the Thrift 
Shop, greeting or ushering on Sunday mornings, etc.   
 
Please introduce yourself to these new ‘Faces @ First’ and get to know them by name! 

UPDATING  OUR  CHURCH  PICTORIAL  
DIRECTORY . . . 

 
Our latest Church Pictorial Directory is now a year old!  We chose the smaller sized 

‘Community’ Connect’ Directory because it can be updated annually to include photos of new 
members, new worshipers, folks who were unable to have photos taken last time around – along with 
updating everyone’s changing contact information. 
 
Stay tuned for more information coming in December about signing up in January for your Lifetouch 
Photography that will happen here on Tues. February 6th, 2018! 
 
And, if your contact information (address and/or phone number) has changed since our Directory was 
published, be sure the Office has your new information. 
 
This means that everyone pictured in the 2018 Updated Directory will receive a new Directory (free)! 

 
 
“We are all faced with 
a series of great 
opportunities 
brilliantly disguised as 
impossible situations.” 
–Chuck Swindoll 
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Mission Team 
by Doris Kelly 

 

Our September post is a little late, thanks to Hurricane Irma.  We met on September 6, 2017, yet 
understandably, most of our team were home batting down the hatches.  We have been looking into 
another backpack program locally that we can support. Wilma Kaelin will be doing some research on 
the Pelican Island Elementary School and giving a report at our next meeting.  We discussed 
Operation Christmas Child and set a goal of 110 boxes.  GET READY TO SHOP!  The team voted to 
pledge $1,000 to Elizabeth and Dan Turk for an ongoing water project in Madagascar. They also voted 
to give $200 to Nate and Elinda Steury for their ministry in Zambia and $500 to the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance for Texas (Hurricane Harvey).  WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ALL AFFECTED. 
 
The Mission Team met on October 4, 2017.  Wilma Kaelin gave a report on the Pelican Island 
Elementary School Backpack Program. Approximately 80% of the students are on the reduced lunch 
program, and they can use our help.  We are getting busy with the Christmas Shoeboxes, the boxes 
are here, being prepared and distributed.  A special thanks to Wilma Kaelin and Kirk Woolery for 
taking the boxes home and putting them together for us!  The boxes will be given out on Sunday, 
October 22nd and October 29th and are due back November 5th.  We hope to meet our goal of 110 
boxes!  The check for $1,000 was presented to Elizabeth Turk at our service on October 8th.  Other 
monies distributed were $250 to buy sweet potatoes for the Thanksgiving baskets; $500 to the 
Ecumenical Food Pantry to buy meat (the deliveries have been slow coming in because of the 
hurricane); $500 to Pelican Island Elementary School to help support their backpack program; and 
$500 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for Hurricanes Irma and Maria.  Next Mission Team meeting 
will be will be November 8, 2017. 
 

Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance (Jude 1:2) 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:  There is a shoebox is waiting for you to fill for a 
needy and deserving child.  You can pick one up at the church for this project.  
This is an opportunity not only for a child to receive a gift at Christmas, but it will 
also introduce them to Jesus.  Thanks to all for your generosity.  The boxes are 
due back by Sunday, November 5th.  You can bring them in and leave them in the 
Narthex any time before that date.  If you have questions, please contact Mary 
Keogh. 

Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse: visit samaritanspurse.org for more information. 

A Service for Healing and Wholeness . . .  

Coming Sunday, November 19th at 4 pm,  in our sanctuary.  This is primarily a time of 
prayer with anointing for those who have physical, social, spiritual, or emotional concerns.  You may 
receive prayer for yourself or on behalf 
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Presbyterian Women  
from Doris Brown, Moderator 
 

The PW Coordinating Team has been busy making plans for the coming 
months.  We are very excited about them and hope that the ladies of the 
congregation will join us as we strive to bring programs that we hope you 
will attend and enjoy. 

First on the list (but will be past when you receive this) is our Bake Sale, this 
year in conjunction with the Oct. 28th Welcome Back Dinner for our 
wonderful "Snow Birds".   All monies received will go toward our Mission 
Projects for PW. 

Next, we helped our friends to the south, Vero First Presbyterian, as they hosted the Presbytery 
Retreat and Meeting on Oct. 19th.  We served breakfast and then cleaned up and set up for the 
luncheon that followed the Presbytery meeting.  We had several ladies who volunteered  to help us in 
this endeavor, and we so appreciate their coming forward and working with us. 

Our Quarterly Gathering that was held the last Thursday in September was not well attended, and even 
our speaker did not show due to complications from Hurricane Irma.  However, we thank Sandy Rose 
who volunteered to tell us her wonderful story of a near death experience.  It was very moving.  At our 
next Gathering we have invited an officer of the Sebastian Police Department to come and show us 
ways that we, as seniors, may protect ourselves at home and when doing other activities.  We are 
hoping for a big crowd for this presentation.  The date will be published later. 

On December 7th, we will hold our Installation of Officers here at the church and follow it up with our 
luncheon at Sharkey's Café at the Sebastian River High School.  We must have at least 20 people to sign 
up for this function.  There will be a sign up sheet in the hallway ahead of the date.  We will be happy 
to carpool anyone who needs a ride.  We also invite our gentlemen to come and join with us in a fun 
time.  Pastor Jeff is always there, and sometimes he must feel like he has a harem.  Please gentlemen, 
feel free to come out to any of our luncheons and programs.  You are always welcome. 

Once again we are planning to hold a Fashion Show.  The date will be February 17, 2018.  Please mark 
your calendars so that you save this date and come out for a wonderful luncheon and fashions by Bon 
Worth.  Clothing will be available for purchase. 

We are trying to be more noticeable and keep you aware of our plans.  I want to remind you of the 
Martha Circle meeting on the third Wednesday of each month.  This is a time for lunch (brown bag) and 
Bible study with your friends.  The leaders are good and the fellowship is great.  Try it.  You'll love it. 
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Music Department 
by Charlene Peacock 
 

November is filled with exceptional musical events beginning the first Sunday of the month. 
Accompanying the choir will be Joseph Cata who has played with renowned bands in the New York 
area. Also featured is symphonic cellist and violist Ms Gina Summers, who is currently playing for the 
new seasonal production of Sweeney Todd.  Her offertory solo selection is a Celtic melody.  
 
The second Sunday of November is equally as exciting. Our friend Jane Weise from First Presbyterian 
Church of Vero is bringing her wind group who will play throughout the service.  The Tropical Winds is 
a woodwind quartet composed of Jane Weise, flute, Debbie Pillorge, oboe, Bonnie Myers, clarinet, and 
Ed Sheridan, bassoon.  The members of the quartet are all members of the Vero Beach Chamber 
Orchestra and other local and regional performing groups.  We are blessed to have the privilege of 
having them.   
 
In addition, November's Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service takes place Tuesday evening, November 21st 
at 7:00 PM at St. Sebastian Catholic Church. Our Choir members have always been part of the music 
for this impressive community event. Rehearsals for singers are held each Sunday afternoon in 
November from 2-4 PM.  
 
Because of the Ecumenical Service and the Thanksgiving Holiday, there will be no choir or note reading 
class Wednesday, November 22, 2017 
 

Our Progressive Note Reading and Music Class is being offered in the choir 
room on Wednesday at 3:00 PM. There is no charge, and interested persons 
are welcome to join at any time.  Each week in the Bulletin there will be an 
announcement of what will be taught the following Wednesday. The class 
begins with basic note reading through more advanced music theory.  

Lit Lovers Book Club 
by Mary Keogh 
 

Hello to all the readers out there!  Come to our book discussion group on Monday, 
November 13th at 1 pm.  The selection for November is The Lost Ones by Ace Atkins 
which is a crime novel. 
 
Here are the selections for the next few months: 
December – The Art Forger by B. A. Shapiro – A story of the theft from the Gardner Museum  
January     -  Friends, Lovers, Chocolate by Alexander McCall Smith who writes the No. 1 Ladies 
Detective Agency books.  This one takes place in Scotland.  One description calls it enchanting and 
delicious mental comfort food. 
February – The Nightingale by Kirstin Hannah – This story takes place in 1939 France.  It captures the 
epic panorama of World War ll and illuminates an intimate part of history seldom seem:  the women's 
war.  We have read this author previously and it was a great read.  
 
Come and join us and bring a friend.  If you have questions please call Mary Keogh at 772-332-5205. 
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November Birthdays And Anniversaries 

Is your name missing from our birthday/anniversary list?  Please let the church office know so we 
can update our records and celebrate your special day(s)!   

Happy Anniversary to: 

11/14 Marshall & Patsy McCammack (30) 

11/22 Sam & Priscilla Spear (66) 

11/27 John & Josephine Jaynes (63) 

11/27 Norman & Mona Young Lopez (35) 

Happy Birthday to: 

11/4 Luann Borsse 

11/6 Mona Wood 

11/9 Mary Louise Crawford 

11/12 Eleanor Hakes 

11/13 Ann Paine 

11/17 Charlene Peacock 

11/20 Peyton Lutz 

11/20 Janet Young 

11/25 Obed Molstre 

11/30 Peg Kalb 

11/30 Virginia Paddock 

 

“Hanging of the Greens”  

Come join us on Saturday, December 2nd at 10 AM to decorate for Christmas.  Some 
of the young men from Teen Challenge/Vero will be coming to assist. 

AARP DRIVER’S SAFETY CLASS, Thursday, November 16th from 9 AM to 3 PM in the Gathering Room. 
$15 for AARP members, $20 for non-members.  Call Chuck Fortunato to register 772-321-7649. 

ECUMENICAL FOOD COUNCIL 
Thanksgiving meal boxes are being provided by the Ecumenical Food Council to their clients.  The  sign-
ing up for meals, packing and distribution will be here at FPC/Sebastian as follows: 

Meal Sign up Tuesday, November 7th (10 AM to 12 NOON) 
Meal Sign up Thursday, November 9th (1 PM to 3 PM) 
Packing Meal boxes on Sunday, November 19th (1 PM) 
Distribution of Meal Boxes on Monday, November 20th (7:30 AM—10:30 AM) 

Some Facility Use Happenings 

“Advent Pot-Luck” 

This festive event is happening on Sunday, December 3rd at 5 PM in the 
Gathering Room.  Join us for Christmas Carols, food and fellowship.   

LIFE LINE SCREENING, a provider of community-based preventative health screenings, will be using the 
Gathering Room at FPC/Sebastian to offer health screenings to the community on Tuesday, 
December 5th.  In order to register and receive discounted pricing sign up early for this event by 
calling 888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SEBASTIAN 
1405 Louisiana Avenue, Sebastian   FL  32958 
MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 781689 
Sebastian, FL 32978-1689 
 
Phone:772-589-5656  
Email: office@welovefirst.org  
Website: www.welovefirst.org  
www.facebook.com/welovefirstsebastian 
 
Worship - Sunday 10 a.m.  

                                  
Thrift Shop  
Open Tue, Thur. Fri., Sat. 9-3 
772-581-8155 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Vero Beach, FL 
PERMIT 221 

To know Christ and to make Christ known. 

 

Remember these dates: 

Daylight Savings Time Ends, Sunday, 11/5 (Fall Back) 

Shoeboxes Due, Sunday, 11/5 

AARP Driver’s Safety Class, 11/16 from 9 AM to 3 PM 

Wholeness & Healing Service, Sunday, 11/19 at 4 PM 

 

 


