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Out of the Woodwork  
By Pastor Jeff Wood 

Dear Friends, 
 
I love to give to missions.  I think that there is evil that must be arrested and 
good news that must be preached and elevating assistance that must be 
rendered.  I quoted Linda Smith recently.  She was the congresswoman 
devastated by the sex trade she witnessed on a trip to India.  We Christians 
ought to send our prayers and dollars and efforts to those ministries that 
tackle such tragedies … and to those that make for the transformation of 
human hearts and communities through knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
   
I was thrilled when one of our session members suggested that the years our 
church finishes “in the black,” that we give half of that overage to missions.  I 
have been thrilled each year when our session has agreed to take the whole 
of the Christmas Eve offering and give it to missions.  Last year we gave to 
Make Way Partners and their efforts with desperate women and orphans in 
Sudan.  I am proud that we give our members a chance every year or two to 
take up sponsorship of children through Compassion International.  That $38 
gives a child food, health care, teaching, and a Bible.   
 
One of the ways I have given to missions in this day of the internet is through 
Amazon Smile.  It’s no secret that many people order many things from this 
online retailer.  Did you know that if or when you do, that you can send a 
percentage of your expenditure to missions?  You can.  This adds nothing to 
your total cost.  Rather .05% of the sale is donated to the charity of your 
choice.  It’s not a lot but it’s something on a purchase I was already going to 
make.   
 
Here’s how you make your mission giving through Amazon happen.  Go to 
smile.Amazon.com.  Under account, select a charity.  I added in the one I 
favor, Make Way Partners.  If you don’t have a favorite, put them down.  Or 
International Justice Mission.  Or Compassion International.  Or SharedHope, 
the charity Linda Smith set up to combat that sex trade which broke her 
heart.   
 
Spread the word.  Everyone with a computer can make it such that any 
order, no matter how infrequent or how small, sends some money to 
missions.  As those missions do their work, we pray that this world will know 
Jesus and become a better place. 
 

Pastor Jeff 
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Clerk’s Corner 
by Jane Capo 
 

The monthly Stated Meeting was held in the conference room on May 10th, the day 
the new hurricane shutters were being installed.  As Pastor Jeff said, "What are the 
odds that after a whole day of putting up hurricane shutters, the installers would 
have reached the library/conference room at exactly 3:00 p.m.?"  But we managed 
despite the noise.   
 
We have been reading "Hearing God" by Dallas Willard, and we talked about "the still, small voice" 
and other ways God communicates with and guides us.   
 
We received the Pastor's Report, which included some ideas for use of the surplus funds from the last 
fiscal year.  Session approved two purchases, a new upright freezer for the kitchen and a yard vacuum 
for use by Building & Grounds Team.    
 
Pastor Jeff will be away the June 16th weekend and July 25 to Aug. 7.   
 
Our membership numbers 164 Active Members and 21 Affiliate Members, reflecting the death of Elvi 
Sanchez and the removal of Dorothy Restum by Letter of Transfer to First Presbyterian Church, South 
Lyon, Michigan.   
 
The Income/Expense Statement was reviewed and we are in the black by approximately $5000 as of 
April 30.   
 
Irene Harpley, who so ably takes care of the Sunday morning Café, has requested July and August off, 
so look for sign-up sheets on the hallway table to fill in for her, and thank you in advance for your help 
with this!  We all enjoy the café, so let's keep it going during Irene's time off.    
 
Thank you to Worship Team and Congregational Life Team for providing carnations and pocket hand 
lotions to the ladies of the church on Mother's Day.   

Happy Father’s Day! 

After the death of her mother in 1909, Sonora Smart and her siblings were raised by their father, 
William Jackson Smart.  Sonora wanted to honor the sacrifices he made and what a courageous, 
selfless and loving man he was.  Since he was born in June, she held the first Father's Day celebration 
in June, 1910 in Spokane, Washington.  The National Father's Day Committee was formed in New 
York City in 1926 and Congress recognized  Father's day in 1956. President Richard Nixon established 
a permanent national day of observance to be held on the third Sunday of June. The occasion gives 
an opportunity to express love and affection to all fathers and fatherly figures in our lives.    

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjow_bkyvvaAhVr6oMKHT2ZBUoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.azquotes.com%2Fquote%2F519650&psig=AOvVaw1Aa1w_r3fsvtqg1YFlnjLi&ust=1526055816196119
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From the Worship Team 
By Mary Keogh 
 

First of all, a HUGE thank you to the Worship Team for everything you do to  
prepare our house for worship each Sunday.  You went above and beyond to  
prepare our sanctuary for the Holy Week services. Greeters, Ushers and bulletin 
folders, you are part of the Worship Team and thanks so much for all that you do 
each Sunday.  Also, you are all invited to our team meetings which are usually the 
first Monday of each month at 11:30 am.  Everyone's input is important and we 
are always open to new ideas to make us better as a team and as a congregation. 

The Worship Team distributed carnations for Mother's Day. For Father's Day, $100 will be donated to 
Camp Haven in Vero Beach in honor of all fathers.  This is an organization that helps men get back on 
their feet and become productive members of our community.  Please keep this organization in your 
prayers. 

Who We Are 
Camp Haven is an Indian River County transitional home that provides supportive living opportuni-
ties and education to adults committed to rising out of homelessness. Our program is unique as we are 
the only shelter of its kind in IRC and the surrounding areas.  By implementing a thoughtful intake pro-
cedure, and strict adherence to guidelines, residents in our program receive educational opportunities, 
counseling and encouragement, as they move from homelessness to hopefulness, eventually becoming 
active, engaged, contributing members of our community.  
 

How We Do It 
With the ongoing support of individuals, churches and the community at large, Camp Haven is able to 
provide shelter, food, clothing, vocational training and life skills classes that aid in the transitional pro-
cess for each of our residents.  Our intake procedures are selective and thorough: including but not lim-
ited to an extensive application process, criminal background checks and drug screenings. 
 

Our Mission 
We seek to transform the lives of homeless men in Indian River County by providing a safe environment 
that will help them break free from destitution and despair.  With an emphasis on accountability, our 
residents are mentally and physically trained to re-enter society; find jobs - becoming contributing 
members of the community. 
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Mission Team 
By Kirk Woolery and Wilma Kaelin 
 
For the new fiscal year, beginning April, 1st, through the generosity of 
our congregation, the Mission Team has been able to send support to 
the following: 
 

$150 to Camp Haven in Vero Beach 
$200 to the Salvation Army in Vero Beach 
$150 to The Women’s Refuge, Vero Beach 
$200 to the Steury’s for mission education and involvement in Zambia, where they have or-

ganized the digging of wells, and started classrooms for elementary children 
$200 to the Newbranders’ in Philadelphia who reach out to students from other countries 

who don’t know the Lord 
$400 to Special Gatherings (special needs camp and scholarships) 
$300 to the Boys and Girls Club, Sebastian 

 
March data for the Ecumenical Food Pantry shows that 815 family members received food aid, includ-
ing 25 new clients and 212 seniors.  Food purchases cost $7,285.  Our church collects food items each 
Sunday to contribute to the cause. 
 
We are anticipating donating to other programs in the future, and invite anyone with ideas for our 
team to join us.  Thanks again to our amazing congregation! 

From the Music Department 
By Charlene Terry Peacock 
 
A big THANK YOU  to Kathleen Morrison, Jane Capo and Mary Keogh for the 
beautiful Special Music which was sung during this past month. We are so very 
fortunate to be blessed with such talent within our congregation. This coming 
month, look forward to hearing another talent, Jean Brillhart, who will be doing 
a vocal solo. 
 
Please encourage your summer visitors to share their musical abilities. As previously mentioned, 
they are always welcome to be part of the music program, even on short notice.  

 
The choir is planning some very interesting music which I think 
you will enjoy.  Although we have lost people who have re-
turned north for the summer, we are still working hard to 
make the worship service music very meaningful. Currently we 
are working  on some things that are fresh and different.  I 
think you will be pleasantly surprised.   
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Presbyterian Women  
Doris Brown, Moderator 

Dear  Ladies of PW, 
 
The members of the coordinating team are so pleased with the attendance at our 
last Gathering.  It was so exciting to see so many ladies there and some husbands, 
too.  I hope that you all enjoyed the talk about Sebastian’s early days.  The food, as 
always, was delicious.  I have purchased Mrs. Stanley’s book along with several other people and I will 
be happy to share it with anyone who wishes to read it.  Plans for our next Gathering in September are 
already underway and I hope the turnout for that will be just as great. 
 
I am happy to report that we have dispensed with the funds from our fashion show.  We were able to 
send $650 to each of our charities, which are the Thornwell Home, Safe Space in Vero, and our 
Ecumenical Food Pantry.  Thank you for enabling us to make these donations.  It is through your 
participation in our activities that we are able to support these worthy causes.   

 
After June, we will be taking a summer break, but please remember the Martha Circle 
at 11:30 a.m. on the third Wednesday of the month.  Come join Carol Wise as she 
leads this group in bible study and fellowship.   
 
If any of you desire to join the coordinating team, we always welcome additional 
members.  We have a place just waiting for you to fill it.  Take care and have a great 
summer. 

From the Archives… 

The June 1990 Presbyterian POST published this recipe submitted by PW... 

Recipe for a Happy Home 

4 cups of love 

2 cups of loyalty 

3 cups of forgiveness 

1 cup of friendship 

5 spoons of hope 

2 spoons of tenderness 

4 quarts of faith 

1 barrel of laughter 

Mix together and serve daily. 



The Post Page 6 

 

The Thrift Shop  
From Susan Mann 
 
We have volunteers for summer in place.  Thanks to all 
of you who have stepped up to fill the gaps.  We al-
ways welcome volunteers to come and learn about the 
Thrift Shop and see how much fun it is.  You meet a lot 
of really interesting shoppers and have the opportunity 
to work with other church members.  The shifts are 
only two hours each, morning or afternoon so you still 
have much of your day to do other things. 
 
We have sales each week and are always getting new 
items in daily.   
 
If you would like more information or to volunteer, 
please call Susan Mann: 772-388-2457.  
 
 We always need substitutes and enjoy our visitors. 

Lit Lovers Book Club 
 From Mary Keogh 

 

Come and join us for our next meeting on Monday, June 4th at 
1:00 p.m. in the meeting room.  The book we are reading is The 
Art of Hearing Heartbeats by Jan-Philip Sendker.  According to 
Kirkus Reviews, it is a love story set in Burma, imbued with Easter 
spirituality and fairy-tale romanticism.  Fans of Nicholas Sparks 
should eat this up!  It is a tale of unimaginable hardship, resili-
ence and passion.   

“No matter what I even attempt to say, I can’t possibly capture 
the absolute magic of this book. Like a spell, it haunts. Like love, 
it’s going to endure.” 
 

Caroline Leavitt, New York Times bestselling author of Pictures of You 
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Member Spotlight:  Susan Mann     
by Sally Clark 

Both Feet In 
 

If you suddenly see a whirlwind flash past you somewhere at our church, what 
are you seeing?  No, it isn’t a white tornado, although the vigor held in this 
vision could rival that force.  No, it’s not the Energizer Bunny, but the charged-
up power emanating from this gal closely resembles that; she just keeps going 
and going.  Enter Susan Mann, who officially joined us in August 2017. 
 
But let’s go back.  Susan first came to a Sunday Service here in 2015 with Susan Stingone, both 
neighbors of our own dear Carol Wise, who shepherded them through our doors.  Warming to the 
outstretched hands and welcoming smiles of our church family, Susan stayed.  And with passing time 
she has jumped in with both feet, becoming a vital part of the workings of our little church. 
 
Susan proudly claims to be a “Florida Cracker,” growing up in West Palm Beach.   She met her husband 
Jack there in 1976; declaring “love-at-first-sight,” they married in 1979 and were together 37 years until 
his death in 2014.  They first settled in Lake Worth, FL, both landing Civil Service jobs.  Enjoying the 
water, they often fished the Florida East Coast, frequently camping at Sebastian Inlet – a harbinger of 
future days.  Fate would lead the couple to live and work for 6 years at the U.S. Naval Base on Andros 
Island, Bahamas.  They worked for AUTEC (Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation Center), which tests 
and tracks undersea simulated warfare for the U. S. Navy.  Island life was sweet for them as they lodged 
in management housing, ate wonderful meals and were privileged to explore beautiful Bahama spots 
not normally seen by non-islanders. 
 
Back Stateside, the Mann’s set out to find a peaceful place to put down roots and ended up in Trinity, 
TX, a tiny country town of 2,400 folks just 80 miles East of Houston.  They built a large home on an acre 
lot bordering a lake nestled among huge, lush horse farms.  Susan took to country life except when 
copperheads and other poisonous snakes stalked their home’s perimeter … she readily admits that her 
current neighborhood blacksnake is a much friendlier fellow.  In Trinity, she was president of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs, also helping at the senior center, handling the books, serving meals to the seniors and 
delivering meals to senior shut-ins. 
 
When Jack passed Susan brought their beloved dog Tripper back to Florida, remembering sleepy-small 
Sebastian from their fishing days.  She’d visited friends here and tried her luck at housing at River Run.  
She loves “laid-back Sebastian, the essence of ‘Old Florida’.”  She and Tripper live a comfortable life 
here.    Calling on her business accounting background, she now is treasurer for the Senior Activities 
Center next to Sebastian City Hall, as well as her duties here as Thrift Shop Coordinator and Treasurer, 
and Assistant Financial Secretary of our church. 
 
Susan feels at home and welcome at First Presbyterian - Sebastian.  She considers 
Pastor Jeff “a breath of fresh air who always brings inspiring messages.”  She knows 
the Lord led her to us, to share her skills as she can to enhance our church family.  If 
you can catch her, do get to know our Energizer Bunny; you’ll be glad you did!  
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Congratulations to Adam Riedesel! 
From Joan Giltinan 
 
 Adam Barrett Riedesel graduated from Flagler College, St. Augustine, FL, 
earning a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business Administration with a Minor in 
Marketing and Pre-Law, on April 28, 2018.  Adam is the son of Mark and Sally 
Riedesel and grandson of the Rev. Dr. Edward Riedesel.   
 
This Commencement, with 420 graduating seniors, marked the 50th Year for 
Flagler College. Representative Jose R. Oliva of the Florida House of 
Representatives was the commencement speaker. 
  
The first new person hired by North Florida Roofing of Jacksonville since a recent overhaul of this 
company, Adam is an Account Coordinator currently working with insurance companies and adjustors.  
His new apartment in Jacksonville is a matter of minutes from his office, and Adam loves the area.  
During his high school and college years, Adam worked for Publix and is continuing to do so on 
Saturdays in St. Augustine. 
 
We are well acquainted with Adam’s musical talents and always enjoy his violin music when he comes 
to participate in worship here at First.  From the time this young man began playing violin, he has 
shared his music with us.  For the past several years, Adam has played with an instrumental ensemble  
here on Christmas Eve.  He looks forward to continuing to use his musical gifts to play in churches and 
for other events in the northeast Florida area. 
 
Adam’s long-time violin teacher recently joined the Church Triumphant and had previously requested 
that her gifted student be flown to Ohio to play at her memorial service.  Adam was honored to do 
this, even though the service was the week before final exams at Flagler.   

Special Thanks...   
 

Have you noticed how the flower beds and grounds around the 
church building have been changing?  Flower beds have been dug 
up, replanted, mulched, set up with sprinklers….all with loving care 
and an eye for beauty, and all done in between thunderstorms, 
sometimes from early morning until sunset.   

 
Sincere thanks to green thumb,  

John Carroll, and wife, Pat,  
for a job well done! 

 
We look forward to watching the  

flowers bloom  this summer!  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiugdePxZnbAhVhu1kKHaUGAMYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbusybeegardening.com%2Fwhy-choose-busybee-gardening%2F&psig=AOvVaw2qmQSJnyr7IyqExco8QPkd&ust=1527086071194472
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June Anniversaries and Birthdays 
 

6/6 Clark and Jean Brillhart  (59) 
6/14 Phil and Eleanor Gregory (66) 
6/22  Glenn and Lydia Johansen  (44) 
6/22 Richard and Brenda Terry  (55) 
6/25 Robert and Katrina Norberg  (58) 
 
 

6/1 Marge Royce 
6/5 Judy Baysinger 
6/9 Rev. Dr. Edward Riedesel 
6/11 Gladys Cormeia 
6/11 Patricia McCammack 
6/12 J. Robert (Bob) Morrow 
6/17     Robert Norberg 
6/19     Nancy Hart 
6/19     Donald Kern 
6/22 Rondalyn Wilson 
6/22  Evelyn Wiltsie 
6/23 Art Paddock, Jr. 
6/24 Julie Wyllie 
6/27 Richard Rowe 
6/29  Jean Brillhart 
6/30 Doris Brown 

Have a great day! 

Is your name missing from our birthday and anniversary list?  Please let the church office know 
so we can update our records and celebrate your special day(s)!   

Hot Dog Days of Summer  
 

Survey results show that mustard is a consistent favorite 
nationally, but topping preferences vary regionally. 
Southerners are more likely to top their hot dogs with 
chili, cheese or coleslaw. Sauerkraut  remains a favorite 
in the Northeast, while jalapenos are most popular out 
West. 
 
While many hot dog connoisseurs consider ketchup a 
definite no-no, Americans seem to disagree. 79 percent 
of Americans said yes, with only 21 percent declaring it 
unacceptable.   
 
Divergent opinions on ketchup might be related to age. 
While only 13 percent of Americans between the ages 
18-34 find ketchup on a hot dog unacceptable, the per-
centage steadily rises as people get older with nearly 
one third of those over age 65 (32 percent) saying  
ketchup doesn’t belong on a hot dog. 
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Remember these dates: 
 

Monday, June 4th, 1 p.m.  
Lit Lovers Book Club 

 
Wednesday, June 13th, 11:30 a.m.  

Martha Circle 
 

Sunday, June 17th  
 Happy Father’s Day! 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SEBASTIAN 
1405 Louisiana Avenue, Sebastian   FL  32958 
MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 781689 
Sebastian, FL 32978-1689 
 
Phone:772-589-5656  
Email: office@welovefirst.org  
Website: www.welovefirst.org  
www.facebook.com/welovefirstsebastian 
 
Worship - Sunday 10 a.m.  

                                  
Thrift Shop  
Open Tue/Thurs/Fri/Sat.  10-2 
772-581-8155 
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