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Out of the Woodwork
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By Pastor Jeff Wood
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Dear Church Family,
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I always have mixed feelings this time of year. It has to
do with all the wonderment and gratitude I feel
around Easter and there’s the saying of goodbyes to
our loved snowbirds (“Don’t go!”). I am glad about the
days getting longer but not so much about them getting hotter. And I
start looking forward to a summer vacation but, being a parent, I also
wonder about how the kids will do with the idleness of days without
school.
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One thing I always feel grateful for is our church. Here, for example, is
one reason why – our stewardship season response. There were 100
pledges for a total amount of $176,185 (2018) compared to 88 for
$159,344 last year (2017); there were 22 new pledges (2018) compared
to 14 last year (2017). Thank you.
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Looking ahead, please know that there will be a June issue of the POST
and then a July/Aug issue. The session doesn’t meet in July.
“...urging and encouraging
you and pleading that you
lead a life worthy of God,
who calls you into his own
kingdom and glory.”
I Thess. 2:12

Summer gets me thinking of good books to get into – may I recommend
The Father Glorified: True Stories of God’s Power Through Ordinary
People by Patrick Robertson and David Watson. And, if you haven’t heard
already, the session is reading together Hearing God by Dallas Willard.
That book, by the way, was originally published under the title,
Developing a Conversational Relationship With God which gives you a feel
for its theme. Another of his that is profound is Knowing Christ Today. I
always try to get as many people as possible to read Passport Through
Darkness by Kimberly Smith and Too Small To Ignore by Wes Stafford. So
even though I mentioned them before, here they are again.
Peace,
Pastor Jeff
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Clerk’s Corner
by Jane Capo
The Session met on Tuesday (4/10/18) for the monthly Stated meeting. Ministry
team reports were reviewed. Sunday morning worship attendance averaged 170 in
March. We currently have 165 Active Members and 21 Affiliate Members, having
removed Jean Valentine, who transferred her membership to First Pres. of Vero,
and Evelyn Barrett and Elvi Sanchez, who joined the Church Triumphant, one on
March 20th and the other on April 14th.

Financial report was reviewed and indicates that we have surplus funds of approximately $50,000 at
the end of the fiscal year. The Session always prayerfully seeks ways to honor God with that
abundance and will do so at the next Stated Meeting. We have also had a wonderful response to the
pledge drive, with 22 new pledges, which is very exciting for all of us. Giving back to God is a
significant expression of worship, and committing to do that throughout the coming year speaks
volumes about our faith in God, our dependence on Him, and our trust that He will provide all we
need.
Marge, our church secretary, will be working Mondays again. Her hours will be Monday thru Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. And speaking of Marge, have you admired the beautiful crosses hanging at the
back of the Sanctuary? It was Marge who arranged the crosses for display. Many thanks to
everyone involved in making that happen. Finally, the Nominating Committee is prayerfully seeking
an elder to fill the Sam Spear's unexpired term, so please pray for them in that effort.

From the archives…
From the May 1988 issue of The POST:
Doug Bartholow, ‘our man on the scene’ reports:
“Progress on the “New” Presbyterian Church in Sebastian is moving
along at a good pace!!! Foundation and floors poured, walls are
almost up and hope to put tie beams and start roof trusses soon.”
Here’s a pic of Doug from our most recent Pictorial Directory.
Doug has a long history with FPCoS beginning even before that first
shovel of dirt. Thank you, Doug, for your many years of service.
It’s also Doug’s birthday this month, so wish him well on the 18th!
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From the Music Department
By Charlene Terry Peacock

The Italian Concert and dinner were a huge success. The music and entertainment were delightful.
People came forward to clean and set up. Others prepared food that was delicious and plentiful. The
success of this event was a reflection of the efforts of many. A sincere thank you to all who helped.
Our Choir has members who are leaving for the summer. We wish them safe travel and look forward
to their return. The contributions they provide to the music program allow us to provide music for
the worship service that would otherwise be impossible.
Plans are being made for visiting local Senior Centers. We sing as The Son Shine Singers and present a
short program. If you would like to be part of the group, please call 321-480-4714 for times and
dates. We are in need of a person who can tell jokes and be entertaining as well as singers.
Have a wonderful summer!
Charlene Terry Peacock
Director of Music

Shout out to everyone who performed for the Palm Sunday Cantata, March 25th! Great job!
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Outreach/Evangelism Team
Susan Coard, Team Leader
Say hello and welcome to our Discover 1st friends from Saturday, April 14th:
Kathy Bobbitt was born in Oak Hill, West Virginia and she now lives at Grace’s
Landing in Sebastian. Her former occupation was as an administrative assistant, and her first job was secretary at an insurance company. Kathy is the
loving “mother” of two cats. Nice to meet you, Kathy!

Welcome to George Chamberlin, another new friend
who joined us on Saturday’s Discover 1st event.
George was born in New Castle, IN., and had a
career in real estate — auto dealership. He now
enjoys living in Sebastian. Welcome, George!
So nice to meet you, and thank you
for coming to meet us!

Pictorial Directory Update
From Joan Giltinan

Everyone whose photo appears in our newly updated Pictorial Directory is entitled
to a complimentary Directory from Lifetouch. Remember, this includes those who
were photographed in October 2016, February 2017 or February 2018.
Directories were distributed following worship in April. If you have not yet picked up your copy, they
are available in the Church Office during regular office hours – Monday thru Thursday from 8:30 a.m.
‘til 1:30 p.m.

Snowbirds who have already ‘flown North’ may pick up your Directories upon your return in the fall or
winter. We already miss YOU!!
Please make the following corrections to the Roster Section in the back of your new Directory:
Under Harding, Wayne & Barbara:
Add land line to FL listing: 772-783-7132
Correct the 2nd NH phone # to read: 860-490-87881
Under Wyllie, Julie:
Correct phone # to read: 321-544-1246
Also, please note the passing of the following members:
Josephine Jaynes (1/28/18) Evelyn Barrett (3/21/18)

Elvi Sanchez (4/14/18)
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The Thrift Shop
From Susan Mann

A big thank you to those who have donated furniture items
recently, but we still need furniture!!! If you have furniture
you no longer need, please donate it to the Thrift Shop. Call
and we will arrange for pick up.
We have started having 50% off sales of different items each
week. Stop by and check out the sale schedule.
Due to the decrease in the number of customers, we started summer hours in April. The Thrift Shop is
now open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10am until 2pm. For our volunteers, there will
now be two shifts of two hours each; 10am—noon and noon—2pm. This change will result in needing
more volunteers, but it will make each shift shorter.
If you can help out, please call Susan Mann: 772-388-2457. The Thrift Shop number is 772-581-8155.
Stop by and see what bargains you can find or just to say “Hi.”

Lit Lovers Book Club
From Mary Keogh

Join us in the library on Monday, May 7th,
at 1:00 p.m. for our next lively discussion.
We’re reading the book “Unearthed” by
Alexandra Risen.
“Alex's father dies just as she and her husband buy a house
in a patch of wilderness. Choked with weeds, the abandoned
garden stirs memories of Alex's childhood; when her home
life became unbearable, she would escape to the forest. In
her new home, Alex begins to beat back the bushes to unveil
the garden's mysteries. Alex discovers an envelope of yellowed documents while sorting through her father's junk
pile. The papers hold clues to her Ukrainian born parents'
mysterious past. She reluctantly musters the courage to uncover their secrets, while discovering the plants hidden in
the garden - from primroses to her mother's favorite, lily of
the valley. As every passionate gardener knows, to spend
time with the soil is the opposite of escapism; it is to embrace our own circle of life and hold it close.”
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Presbyterian Women
Doris Brown, Moderator
PW Coordinating Team meets on the first Thursday of the month at 10 a.m. (May 3rd).
The Martha Circle meets on the third Thursday of the month at 11:30 a.m. (May 16th).
PW Contacts:
Martha Circle:

Doris Brown: 772-581-9781
M.L. Crawford 321-759-9980
Carol Wise: 772-589-1787

You’re invited!
Martha Circle invites you to join them on May 16th at
11:30 a.m. for lunch followed by a study lesson “In
Community with the Tradition of the Past” as taken
from the Book of Hebrews. As we examine tradition
from which Hebrews draws, and our own personal
faith tradition, we lay another stone on the supporting
wall of our faith. How does our study group lean on
and learn from traditions? Place this date and time on
your calendar and plan to join us for a “pot luck
lunch” (Martha Circle providing the dessert) with your
sisters in Christ and sharing your thoughts on “just
what does this tradition mean.”

National Day of Prayer: May 3rd
History of the National Day of Prayer
As with many American customs, the seed of the idea can be traced
back to the founding fathers, in this case George Washington proclaimed: 'The Honorable the Congress having recommended it to
the United States to set apart Thursday the 6th of May next to be
observed as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer.’

Unfortunately, all George Washington's good intentions seem to
have largely been forgotten until 1952 when President Harry S. Truman proclaimed a National Day of Prayer.
In 1982 a Christian organization called the 'National Prayer Committee' was formed to fix the annual day of prayer and publicize the
events at both local and state levels. In 1988 the National Day of
Prayer on the first Thursday in May positively embraced all religions, indeed its aim was to unite us all in prayers to God.
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Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive
From Rosemary Abma

The 26th annual Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger
one-day food drive will be held Saturday, May 12.
Just fill up a shopping bag with non-perishable food
and place next to your mail box for your carrier or a
volunteer to pick up. Early donations can be
dropped off at the Main Street or Roseland Post
Offices, North County Library on Sebastian Blvd., or
The Pelican Diner.
If you have questions, please call Meredith
(978) 888-3217 or email: mered18@gmail.com.

AARP Smart Driver Course

Page 7

The Post

Page 8

Member Spotlight
by Sally Clark
Good Neighbors
Let’s be neighborly! Meet Mike & Linda Jakubowicz, who officially
entered our church family in the fall of 2017. As snowbirds, they spend
late spring and summer at their Troy, New Hampshire home, driving
south to Florida before the New England snows begin. They first found
our area on a winter holiday while visiting friends in Barefoot Bay, and
bought a getaway place there in 2011. They liked the community and
returned yearly for four years, enjoying the lifestyle and activities there,
attending a local church.
When their college-professor daughter bought a Sebastian home for vacationing during long semester
breaks, Mike & Linda moved into a house two doors down. A good move, to be sure, since they live
next door to Rick Sparano, with Bob & Sandy Rose on the other side. Nick & Juanita Leioatts are nearby.
This little corner of Sebastian is overrun with friendly Presbyterians; seems only natural that they all
make their way through our doors on a Sunday morning, doesn’t it?
The Jakubowiczs’ savor their summers in New Hampshire, not far from their three daughters who each
have families. Keeping up with two granddaughters and two grandsons brings special times for this
lively couple, so they’ll remain dedicated snowbirds for now. They miss family when they are here, but
all come to visit – and when they don’t, skyping and texting keep them in touch.
Between family visits, Mike & Linda keep busy, both avid readers. They often walk their Pomeranian,
Buddy, down to the river to Sebastian’s lovely waterfront. Mike is a retired auto dealer and “can fix
anything,” says Linda; he putters often, keeping his hours filled with fix-it projects as he maintains a
boat storage business back in Troy. Retired after 31 years as a school principal’s administrative
assistant, Linda is a talented gal. She knits and crochets year-round when she is not creating on her
sewing machine.
Mike & Linda value their life journey and try to find joy daily, never taking life for granted. They learned
this six years ago when their son-in-law died suddenly of an aneurysm. As the family grieved they
trusted the Lord to guide them through, and now remain steadfast beacons of hope for their daughter
and two grandsons.
Leaving Barefoot Bay and looking for a new church in Sebastian, Mike & Linda drove by our church one
day and liked what they saw. They first visited two years ago and have never left; we are their Florida
church home. The reasons are many: Pastor Jeff inspires them, his weekly message uplifting them
always. They attend the Monday Night Bible Study and she comes to Martha Circle. Linda volunteers in
our Thrift Shop, and knits as part of our prayer shawl group. Mike helps out with Thursday morning
Building & Grounds’ duties. They appreciate our “caring, loving church family” and were grateful for
the recent gift of soup as Linda fought that nasty flu bug. No surprise; that’s what good neighbors do.
Mike & Linda, welcome to the neighborhood.
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MAY Anniversaries and Birthdays
5/5
5/29

John and June Atta (34)
Bill and Joan Kraftchak (54)

5/15
5/18
5/18
5/20
5/20
5/21
5/24
5/29
5/29

Jack Boardman
Doug Bartholow
Brenda Terry
Greg Plummer
Dick Sladen
Ginny Earnshaw
Sally Clark
Nancy Marine
Sam Spear

Is your name missing from our birthday/anniversary list? Please let the church office know so we can
update our records and celebrate your special day(s)!
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SEBASTIAN
1405
Louisiana
The
Post Avenue, Sebastian FL 32958
MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 781689
Sebastian, FL 32978-1689
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Phone:772-589-5656
Email: office@welovefirst.org
Website: www.welovefirst.org
www.facebook.com/welovefirstsebastian
Worship - Sunday 10 a.m.
Thrift Shop
Open Tue, Thur. Fri., Sat. 10-2
772-581-8155

To know Christ and to make Christ known.

Remember these dates:
Saturday, May 12: Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive
Sunday, May 13th: Mother’s Day
Thursday, May 17, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.: AARP Safe Driver’s Course
Monday, May 28th:
Memorial Day, Church office closed

