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Out of the Woodwork  
By Pastor Jeff Wood 
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ALL BLESSED UP AND NO PLACE TO GO?  When we 
are saved by Christ it is not to be an eternal knick 
knack on his heavenly, fireplace mantel.  We are 
saved for free and loving service forever.  
Interesting, to me at least, is that there is not a 
pure sequence of saved then serve.  In my life, and 
the lives of many others that I know, we find 
ourselves as we serve being more saved.   

I’d like to see each and every one of us in saving serving.  No one has to 
do twenty things but no one should be doing nothing.  Someone once 
said, “I can do nothing without Christ and if I simply do nothing, that 
certainly will be without Christ.”  So let’s all figure out how to do 
something.   

At our church there’s everything from painting parking bumpers to 
volunteering to be part of the Italian Concert & Dinner Team (no, not the 
Hungarian Concert & Dinner Team, that one March 11th  is already filled 
up; this is Italian and on April 8th).  Got a green thumb and a best friend 
with one?  Call up the church office and say that you’ll take care of our 
Memorial Garden (not forever, but just for 2018).   

When we are all working together, we feel invested and good.  We feel 
like contributors.   

I like how someone said, “If everyone is rowing, there’s no one left to 
complain about the cruise!”  So can you sing, “Row, row His boat”?   

Stay tuned for more ways for you to pick up a simple way to help your 
church this 2018 and let’s have a great year! 

Pastor Jeff 

Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and 

petition, with 

thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  

Philippians 4:6 
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Member Spotlight: Obed & Dyette Molstre 
by Sally Clark 
 

Meet Obed & Dyette Molstre, that sunshine-laden couple who shine in 

our congregation each year from November through March.  Down here 

from Fairbank, Iowa, sunshine is indeed what they seek; what they don’t 

realize is that they bring it with them in their sunny smiles.  As Dyette 

explains, “we are blessed and joyful.” 

The Molstre’s met as ninth graders and have been an item ever since.  
Similarities surfaced as they grew to know each other in their 7-year 
courtship.  They’d both been adopted into loving families, both recalling 
happy and wholesome childhoods.  When they married, they vowed the 
same would hold for their own family, and so it was. 

After trying his hand at teaching, Ob worked in labor relations for John Deere in Waterloo, IA, for 42 
years.  He proudly served in the National Guard.  Dee Dee was an English teacher for many years, 
eventually working in a mental health ward – an event she saw as gratifying.  They raised 3 children, a 
girl, Shawna, and 2 boys, Tyler and Gabe, who live with their families in Des Moines.  Frequent visits are 
the Molstre’s delight, keeping up with the fun-filled lives of their 5 grandchildren. 

Although the Molstre’s did not join our church until March 2016, they actually came here for many 
years when visiting her parents, Howard & Marge Smith, in Barefoot Bay.  Both gone now, the Smith’s 
were active members here.  Family Christmas gatherings in the Bay were special when the Molstre’s 
made their annual trek from frigid Iowa to balmy Florida.  This became a ritual after Shawna’s tragic 
death of cancer at age 17; Christmas celebrations were just easier away from home. 

While Ob & Dee Dee were forever changed at the loss of their daughter, amid their sadness grew a 
deep and lasting peace and a joy that Shawna rests with Our Lord.  From her they learned patience and 
determination and a positive outlook, even on the darkest days of her rigorous treatment.  They found 
strength through Shawna’s strength, and marveled at her courage.  To this day her spirit remains a 
“prominent and happy part” of their life; they choose to think of her with joy, not sadness.  Two of their 
granddaughters even carry her name. 

This inspiring couple keep busy.  An avid golfer, Ob is often walking the links of the Barefoot Bay course.  
Dee Dee reads a lot and dabbles in poetry, no surprise from this former English schoolmarm.  She loves 
to shop, especially seeking out bargains during their frequent travels.  They’ve explored the Florida East 
Coast from St. Augustine to Key West and intend to keep on tracking down our State’s great travel 
spots.  Favorite trips include Washington, DC and going to Norway with the whole family some years 
ago.  Dyette admits these retired teachers have traded the 3 R’s for the 4 F’s: “Faith, Family, Friends and 
Food!” 

Ob & Dee Dee love the First Presbyterian Church of Sebastian.  Sunday mornings are foremost as they 
come to hear Pastor Jeff’s meaningful messages and heartfelt prayers.  They feel the warmth of our 
church family and freely give it back.   Involvement is enjoyed at times like Hanging of the Greens and 
other group gatherings.  Soon you will see their smiling faces at the Thrift Shop.  Wherever you 
encounter this charming couple, you’ll be all the better for it.  
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Clerk’s Corner 
by Jane Capo 
 

The Session held its December Stated Meeting on 12/12/17.   We joyfully received Margaret “Maggie” 
Hall into Active membership by Reaffirmation of Faith.  We now have 160 Active members.  Also 
present at the meeting were in-coming Elders from the Class of 2020:  Pete Crawford, Susan Coard, and 
Mary Keogh, and Ron Kelly (currently on Session, serving a second consecutive term).  The in-coming 
elders shared their faith story with us.  Current elders submitted questions from the Book of Order for 
the elder examination, and the new elders will be ordained and/or installed during worship on Sunday, 
January 7, 2018.   

We approved vacation time for Pastor Jeff from 12/31/17 following worship until 1/7/18 prior to 
worship, so he can enjoy some family time.  We decided to contribute the Christmas Eve offering to 
Make Way Partners, which helps rescue and protect orphans and women in Sudan.  We also decided to 
use funds from the Memorial Fund, primarily from the bequest of Don MacLean, to purchase hurricane 
shutters to protect the church windows and doors.  These will be accordion-type shutters, easy to close 
and secure when needed.    

Of interest from the winter meeting of Central Florida Presbytery is that Christina Greenawalt, who has 
filled the pulpit for Pastor Jeff twice this year, was hired as the new Administrative Assistant to Dr. Dan 
Williams, our Executive Presbyter.  Sam Spear attended that meeting as our Elder Commissioner and 
brought back the report…thanks Sam!  Finally, we approved the updated Employee Handbook and 
prayed for a local business, Country Ham & Eggs, and for Pastor Seth Goldsmith and Community 
Church. 

Outreach/Evangelism Team: Discover FIRST! 
by Joan Giltinan 
 
Our Discover FIRST program is a wonderful orientation to the life of this church and a 
super opportunity to spend time with Pastor Jeff “up close and personal!”  Though 
Sunday worship is the event around which the rest of our church’s life revolves, there 
is SO MUCH MORE for you to explore.  You’re invited to come and Discover ‘FIRST’ in 
new and exciting ways in less than two hours (and that includes a light breakfast)! 

Our next Discover FIRST gathering is planned for Saturday, January 13, 2018 from 10 
am—11:30 am.  All are welcome, both newcomers to worship here and long-time 
members . . . So mark your calendars and plan to be part of this time of visiting and 
becoming acquainted. 

You may indicate your interest on the Friendship Pad, by emailing the church (office@welovefirst.org), 
calling the church office (772-589-5656) or speaking to Pastor Jeff or Joan Giltinan.  We’re saving a spot 
for YOU! 
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For All You Photogenic ‘First’ Folks 

A year ago, we chose a smaller sized ‘Community Connect’ Pictorial Directory 
because it can be updated annually by having Lifetouch professional 
photographers return to take photos of anyone who has not yet been included 
in our Directory. 

This message is for YOU if your photograph does not appear in the current version of our Pictorial 
Directory: 

Sunday, January 14th or 21st following Worship:  Sign up for a photo appointment or 
you can sign up online through a LINK on our church website beginning the first week of 
January. 

Tuesday, February 6th between 11 am — 6 pm—Photos will be taken in the Sanctuary. 

This message is for YOU if your contact information (address/phone#) has changed since the current 
Pictorial Directory was printed: 

Please call or email the Church Office to report changes or write your new information 
on the Friendship Pads here on a Sunday morning.  Please do this as soon as your can!   

Those having photos taken will receive a COMPLIMENTARY 8 x 10 color photo.  EVERYONE (those 
whose photos are already included in our Directory along with those having photos taken in February) 
will receive an updated Directory FREE OF CHARGE.  We want EVERYONE included in our UPDATED 
2018 Edition!  

Congregational Life 
by Irene Harpley 

Congregational Life still needs Team Members.  Among other things, we as a group try to keep up with 
the shut-ins and help with dinners.  We could use volunteers to make phone calls to check in on them.  
Our next Team meeting is Tuesday, January 9th at 11:30 a.m.  Please contact Irene Harpley for more 
information (772) 918-8750. 

What the Session is Reading 

The Session read a book together last year.  One chapter a month 
for a year.  It was enriching.  So, we are going to do it again in 
2018.  The last book was The Celebration of Discipline (and it’s not 
about enjoying sit-ups!).  Joan Giltinan remarked, “I learned so 
much from that book.”  This year’s book is Hearing God:  
Developing a Conversational Relationship with God.  Maybe you’d 
like to get a copy and read along with us?   
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Presbyterian Women  
from Doris Brown, Moderator 

A new year has begun for the PW Coordinating Team.  We had our 
installation of officers on December 7th, followed by a delicious luncheon 
at Sharkey's Café at the Sebastian High School.  If you did not attend, you 
missed a great luncheon.  The high school has an excellent culinary 
department and they treated us to a wonderful meal.  There was a record 
number of members there to share the afternoon with us.  We appreciate 
all who attended.  We even had two men present. 

Our plans for our second annual Fashion Show are in full swing.  We plan 
to have tickets for sale in the very near future.  Look for our ladies in the 
narthex in the next several weeks.  Tickets are $12 and the luncheon will 
consist of chicken salad, macaroni salad, along with other tempting 
delights.  The fashions will be by Bon Worth.  Once again, they will have 
clothing on premises for you to purchase.  If you might like to model, 
please see M.L. Crawford.  She may still have openings for models.  I want 
to thank Susan Coard and Kathy Danacker for their help with tickets, 
flyers and decorations.  Irene Harpley will be in charge of the kitchen with 
help from her group  of assistants.  If you would be able help in any way 
please contact one of the team members or Doris Brown.  We will 
certainly find a job for you.  The date of the Fashion Show is February 17, 
2018, so mark that date on your calendar and we will see you there. 

If you are a member of this church, you are a member of PW, and we encourage to come take an active 
part in our ministry.  We support several charities and the money we earn from our various projects 
goes to these charities.  We were able to send $500 each to the Food Pantry, Thornwell Home and Safe 
Space in Vero Beach thanks to the wonderful support we had at our Bake Sale.  On January 25th, we 
will have our quarterly gathering here at the church at 11:30 AM.  There will be a short meeting, 
potluck luncheon and a guest speaker.  Our speaker will be from Sebastian Police Force and will explain 
to us what we as Senior Citizens can do to protect ourselves in these confusing and dangerous times.  I 
am sure that this is a subject we are all interested in and worry about.  We look forward to a good 
turnout for this meeting.  Don’t forget our Martha Circle which meets the third Wednesday of each 
month at 11:30 AM for Bible Study.  Carol Wise is in charge of this Circle and would love to welcome 
you all.  We always enjoy light refreshment following the Bible Study.  We will be beginning a new 
series of study in January and this would be an excellent time for you to come see what we are all 
about. 

 
Entrust the past to God’s mercy, the present to His love, and the future to His providence. 

 
ST. AUGUSTINE, Confessions 
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Anniversaries 
Wiiliam & Peg Kalb (67) 

David & Christine Pierson (39) 

 
Birthdays 
Nancy Loichytz 01/03 

Audrey Reed  01/06 

Jamie Clark  01/07 

Donna Lilga  01/12 

Katelynn Bauer 01/15 

Betty Berry  01/21 

Helga Lavoque  01/22 

Susan Mann  01/25 

Carol Roy  01/27 

Fred Augenstein 01/28 

Florence Huber 01/30 

Adam Riedesel 01/31 

January 

Is your name missing from our birthday/anniversary list?  Please let the church office know so we 
can update our records and celebrate your special day(s)!   

Music Department 
by Charlene Peacock 

Christmas Eve is always a very special service at the First Presbyterian Church of Sebastian. We are 
known throughout the community for our exceptional Candle Light Service and the beautiful music. It 
is through the efforts of the choir, guest musicians, organist, and the many people who have contrib-
uted time and work that we are able to make this strong positive impression. I especially want to 
thank our Choir.  Their have worked very hard in order to prepare the music for this special service 
and we applaud them for their continued commitment to music here at First and beyond. I hope you 
all had a wonderful Christmas. My God’s blessings be with you throughout the New Year.  

Hungarian Music is the theme of our next CONCERT, MARCH 11, 2018. 
What could be better???  How about Hungarian Music, followed by a Hun-
garian Dinner!  Our guest artist, violinist Stewart Kitts, has quite an inter-
esting story which relates to the  music he is going to perform. To give you 
just a clue, the plot goes back to World War II, and The Black Forrest in Ger-
many. Some of the original manuscripts you will be hearing were written by 
the Grandfather of Mr Kitts. To hear the complete story————————
“See you at the concert.” 
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“De-Hanging” of the Greens 

Come join us on Saturday, January 6th at 9:30 a.m. to take down the 
Christmas decorations in the Church.  Some of the Teen Challenge boys 
are expected to be here to help us.  Your participation is so 
appreciated!  Thank you. 

Ordination and Installation of Elders:   

January 7th during the Worship Service 

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, January 20th at at 8:00 a.m. 

This is a NEW event starting in 2018.  Men of FIRST, let’s get together.  We will 
have breakfast together and have a devotional from Pastor Jeff.  Wear work 
clothes in case there is something around the church that needs doing that 
you’ll be up for. 

 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Bible Study on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. is continuing in full swing.  The coming year’s series 
will be by R.C. Sproul, Dust to Glory.  It is a survey of the Old Testament and formatted for thirty 
sessions of 25 minutes each, leaving 10-15 minutes for discussion after the session.  Come and go 
deeper with us! 

Important Questions for a New Year  

What is the single biggest time-waster in your life, and what will you do about it this year? 

What is the most helpful new way you could strengthen your church? 

For whose salvation will you pray most fervently this year? 

What's the most important way you will, by God's grace, try to make this year different from last year? 

What one thing could you do to improve your prayer life this year? 

What single thing that you plan to do this year will matter most in 10 years?  

In eternity?  
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Luncheon/Lecture on C.S. Lewis 
Tuesday, January 30th at 12:00 Noon 

Pastor Jeff will be speaking on the amazing C.S. Lewis, the British 
novelist, poet, academic, medievalist, literary critic, essayist, lay 
theologian, broadcaster, lecturer, and Christian apologist.  He held 
academic positions at both Oxford University and Cambridge 
University. 

Bring your brown bag lunch and join us learn about this this inspirational author. 

One of C.S. Lewis’ quotes:  "The future is something which everyone reaches at the rate of sixty minutes 
an hour, whatever he does, whoever he is.”  

POST Newsletter Team 

Thank you one and all who have made the monthly commitment to help with the mailing of our Post 

Newsletter.  We couldn’t have done it without YOU!  As in all things, there are seasons where God calls 

us to serve, and we listen and serve until He puts another area of service on our hearts.  That being 

said, we are looking for people to be a part of the Newsletter Team; whether you can participate 

during the winter months or all year long, we need your helping hands.  The Newsletter is generally 

mailed out on the last Tuesday of the month.  Please call or email the Church Office to let us know you 

want to get involved (772-589-5656 or office@welovefirst.org). 

Broom Hilda:  Irwin, what would be the best way 
to make the world a better place? 
Irwin:  Start with yourself.  Give up your bad 
habits and evil pleasures.  When you are good, 
you’ll stand as a shining example to us. 
Broom Hilda:  What’s the second best way? 
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Congratulations to our Graduates! 
ERIC LEE BAUER graduated from Central Florida Univeristy, Orlando, with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Information Technology, College of 
Engineering and Computer Science, on December 16, 2017.  Along with his 
mother, Janice Lynch, John Blaga and Joan Giltinan were present at Eric’s 
commencement that morning.  As CFU’s President remarked, “Once a 
‘Knight,’ always as ‘Knight’!”  The commencement address was given by 
former UCLA and NBA basketball great, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (who also was 
awarded an honorary Doctor of Public Service Degree).  We are so proud of 
Eric and his accomplishments, which include landing a great job with an ITT 
company in Orlando where he’s been working since May, 2017. 
 
 

 
GRIFFIN WOOD graduated from Eastern Florida State College with an 
Associates of Science in Fire Science.  He will now be pursuing his 
Bachelors and working part-time.  Griffin had his father, grandparents and 
friends, Shannon and Dan in attendance. 
 
 
 

 

Room Wanted 

With the Christmas Season, we all know about 
Mary and Joseph needed a room.  There’s a young 
man Pastor Wood knows who is looking to rent a 
room in a home located in Grant, Micco or 
Melbourne.  If you know of someone who might 
have space, please have them contact Pastor 
Wood (revjeffwood@gmail.com). 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SEBASTIAN 
1405 Louisiana Avenue, Sebastian   FL  32958 
MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 781689 
Sebastian, FL 32978-1689 
 
Phone:772-589-5656  
Email: office@welovefirst.org  
Website: www.welovefirst.org  
www.facebook.com/welovefirstsebastian 
 
Worship - Sunday 10 a.m.  

                                  
Thrift Shop  
Open Tue, Thur. Fri., Sat. 9-3 
772-581-8155 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Vero Beach, FL 
PERMIT 221 

To know Christ and to make Christ known. 

Remember these dates: 

Saturday, January 13th at 10:00 a.m., Discover First 

Saturday, January 20th at 8:00 a.m., Men’s Breakfast 

Thursday, January 25th at 11:30 a.m., PW Quarterly Gathering 

Tuesday, January 30th at 12:00 Noon, Luncheon/Lecture (C.S. Lewis) 


