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“A voice cries: In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,  
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 

Isaiah 40:3 



 

 

Carillon Chimes  ~  Welcome and Announcements 
 
Music Meditation                                             Rochelle Sallee, piano 
 
Candle-Lighting:                       Candle-lighters:  Andrew Green, Griffin Wood 
  Today we light the candle of PEACE.  “God of power and mercy 

open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that hinder us 
from receiving Christ with joy so that we may share his wisdom 
and become one with him when he comes in glory, for he lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. Amen.” 

 
       O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!                                                      LYONS  

 The candle of peace shines bright with God's plan; 
The wolf will lie down and dwell with the lamb. 
Our guns and our weapons, our hatred and war, 
Will give way to gardens that heal and restore. 

 
Call to Worship                Galatians 4:3-4 
 “We were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the 

world.  But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under 
the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.”  

                  
*Affirmation of Faith                                                                            Nicene Creed 
 
*Hymn 8 3      Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                    TRURO LM 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates,  
Behold, the King of glory waits; 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here! 
 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
Make it a temple, set apart 
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer, and love, and joy. 
 
Redeemer, come! I open wide 
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide. 
Let me Thy inner presence feel; 
Thy grace and love in me reveal. 

 
Invitation to Confession 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession     
 O God, come with all your power, truth, and light.  Come and 

judge.  Devastate every wickedness.  Ravage every falsehood.  
Pierce every darkness.  Make godly sorrow flow.  Hear this 
prayer for I am a sinful person and we are a sinful people and 
our sin is killing us, taking from you, and spoiling your good 

1. Please silence electronic devices 
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gifts.  Save us.  Be merciful to us.  Give us the means and the 
time to amend our lives and serve your name.   O God, come 
with your salvation and love.                  Silence for Individual Confession                                       

 

*Assurance of Pardon                 
 
 

*Sung Response: 255 v. 1-3 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming As men of old have sung. 
It came, a Flow’ret bright, Amid the cold of winter 
When half-spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, The Rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it. The virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright She bore to men a Savior 
When half-spent was the night. 
 
This Flow’r whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor The darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens every load. 

 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
Choir Anthem               Rochelle Sallee, piano 
  
Sermon Scripture   Isaiah 9:6                    
 
Sermon    “The One God Gave Us—Mighty God”             Pastor Jeff Wood 

   
Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

All who would follow Jesus Christ are invited to receive this 
meal of grace. The Lord welcomes us not because we are good 
but because He is. 

 
Words of Institution 

L: The Lord be with You. 
P: And also with You. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 (The Great Prayer continues) 
 
Hymn 287 A Communion Hymn for Christmas               GREENRIDGE 

Gathered ‘round Your table on this holy eve, 
Viewing Bethl’hem’s stable we rejoice and grieve. 
Joy to see You lying in Your manger bed; 
Weep to see You dying in our sinful stead. 
 
Prince of Glory, gracing Heav’n ere time began, 
Now for us embracing death as Son of Man. 
By Your birth so lowly, by Your love so true, 
By Your cross most holy, Lord, we worship You! 



 

 

Breaking the Bread and Presenting the Cup 
 
Offering Invitation  
         
Offering and The Lord’s Prayer               
 
Ascription of Praise           Psalm 96:12-13                                                            
 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them;  let all the trees 

of the forest sing for joy. Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, 
for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world 
in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.  

 
*Hymn 240  Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, Evermore and evermore. 
 
O ye heights of heav’n adore him; angel hosts, His praises sing, 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and king;  
Let no tongue on earth be silent,  
Every voice in concert ring, Evermore and evermore! 
 
Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, To thee, 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be: 
Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory, 
Evermore and evermore! 

 
*Charge and Benediction                 

Wherever you are, Christ has put you there. 
There is something He wants to do through you there. 
Wherever you go, Christ is sending you. 
The indwelling Christ has something  
He wants to do through you there. 
Believe this and rely on His power,  
His grace, and His love. 
--Adapted from R. Halverson, former Chaplain of the Senate 

 
*Response  “Shalom”   

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. 
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, 
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 
 

NEXT WEEK:  The One God Gave Us—Everlasting Father 


