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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  We worship you.   
Matthew 6:9 



 

 

Carillon Chimes  ~  Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit                                                                                                          Choir 

 
Candle-Lighting:                                     Candle-lighters:  Julie and  Pat Wyllie 

  Today we light the pink candle of JOY.  “Lord God, may we, your 
people, who look forward to the birthday of Christ experience 
the joy of salvation and celebrate that day with love and thanks-
giving. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 
  The candle of joy reminds us to sing, 

For God is at work to do a new thing. 
The proud will be humbled; the lowly will rise. 
God's kingdom is one of delight and surprise. 

 
Call to Worship                  

                
*Affirmation of Faith                                                                        Apostles’ Creed 
 
*Hymn 12 3      People, Look East                                            FRENCH FOLK MELODY 

People, look east.  The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able,  
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People look east and sing today, People look east:  
Love the guest is on the way. 
 
Furrows, be glad.  Though earth is bare,  
One more seed is planted there:   
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
That in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today, People look east:  
Love the rose is on the way. 
 
Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 
Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 
God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: People, look east: 
Love the bird is on the way. 

1. Please silence electronic devices 
2. “Catholic” means universal, not Roman Catholic 
3.  Presby. Hymnal 
* Please stand if You are able. 
   



 

 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather,  
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today:  People, look east: 
Love the star is on the way. 
 
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming  
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: People look east. 
Love the Lord is on the way. 

 
Invitation to Confession 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession     
 Cleanse us, Lord. Restore in us the heart of true sons and 

daughters.  Teach us again to trust Your protection, to rest in 
Your provision, and to walk in Your peace.  Thank You that 
Your love does not expire, Your mercy does not run dry, and 
Your fatherly care never ends.  We return to You now, our Ev-
erlasting Father, not because we are worthy, but because You 
are faithful. We do this through Jesus, your Son, our Lord...and 
Savior.  Amen.                                                     Silence for Individual Confession                                       

 

*Assurance of Pardon                 
 
 

*Sung Response: 273 v.3 Good Christian Men, Rejoice 

Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye hear of endless bliss:  Joy! Joy! 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven’s door 
And man is blessed forevermore. 
Christ was born for this!  Christ was born for this! 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
First Lesson  John 14:6-9            Liturgist:  Mary Keogh 
 
Special Music   Organ Medley              Doris Brown 
 
Sermon Scripture   Isaiah 9:1-7  
                   
Sermon    “The One God Gave Us—Everlasting Father” 
             Pastor Jeff Wood  



 

 

Offering Invitation  
         
Offering and The Lord’s Prayer               
 
Ascription of Praise                   Luke 15:20  
 We praise you our Father, who when humanity was still a long 

way off, you saw us and filled with compassion you ran to us, 
threw your  arms around us  and loved us.    

 
*Hymn 113 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright? 
Your people long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, Lord most holy, A lamp within my breast, 
To do in spirit lowly All that may please You best. 
 
Love caused Your incarnation, Love brought You down to me; 
Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty. 
O love beyond all telling, 
That led You to embrace 
In love, all loves excelling Our lost and fallen race. 
 
A glorious crown You give me, A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail nor leave me As earthly riches fly. 
My heart shall bloom forever For You with praises new, 
And from Your name shall never Withhold the honor due. 

 
*Charge and Benediction                 

Wherever you are, Christ has put you there. 
There is something He wants to do through you there. 
Wherever you go, Christ is sending you. 
The indwelling Christ has something  
He wants to do through you there. 
Believe this and rely on His power,  
His grace, and His love. 
--Adapted from R. Halverson, former Chaplain of the Senate 

 
*Response  “Shalom”   

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. 
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, 
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 


