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Carillon Chimes ~ Welcome and Announcements
Introit Choir

Candle-Lighting: Candle-lighters: Karen & Dave Bowser
Today we light the candle of LOVE.
“Father, out of love your eternal Word took flesh on our earth
when the young Mary placed her life at the service of your plan.
Lift us in watchful hope and open our minds to receive the Spir-
it. May He prepare us for the coming of your plan. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

The candle of love tells what we are worth:

God loves us so much, God came to the earth!
An angel brought news of a child who would be
The one who would save us and set us all free.

Call to Worship
*Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed

*Hymn 245 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer

Our spirits by Thine advent here;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. (refrain)

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high
And order all things, far and nigh;

To us the path of knowledge show

And cause us in her ways to go. (refrain)

1. Please silence electronic devices

2. “Catholic” means universal, not Roman Catholic
3. Presby. Hymnal

* Please stand if You are able.



O come, Desire of nations, bind

All peoples in one heart and mind.

Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease;

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. (refrain)

Invitation to Confession

Unison Prayer of Confession
Prince of Peace we confess that we look to fleeting distractions,
human wisdom, political promises, and material comforts to
address our clamoring needs rather than resting in you. Forgive
us for the times we have allowed fear and worry to govern our
hearts instead of your shalom. We confess our failure to trust
that you are the key to perfect peace. We acknowledge the
ways we have contributed to unrest — resentments held on to,
words spoken that wound rather than heal, discord savored.
We have sought our own will, forgetting that true peace comes
from aligning ourselves with you. Silence for Individual Confession

*Assurance of Pardon

*Sung Response: O Holy Night
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining;
it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,
for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine! O night when Christ was born!
O night divine! O night, O night divine!

Pastoral Prayer

First Lesson John 14:27; Romans 5:1; John 16:33; Ephesians 2:14;
Mark 4:39; 5:34 Liturgist: Jane Capo

Special Music

Sermon Scripture

Sermon “The One God Gave Us—Prince of Peace”  Pastor Jeff Wood
Offering Invitation

Offering and The Lord’s Prayer



Ascription of Praise
We bow down before You, O Christ, for You are the Prince of
Peace—The source of true shalom, the conqueror of all strife,
Who broke down the walls of hostility and reconciled us to God.
Yours is the dominion, the increase of government, and the
peace that shall have no end. For You reign in righteousness
now and forevermore.

*Hymn 277  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With th” angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain:

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’ incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
(refrain)

Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace!

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that men no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
(refrain)

*Charge and Benediction
Wherever you are, Christ has put you there.
There is something He wants to do through you there.
Wherever you go, Christ is sending you.
The indwelling Christ has something
He wants to do through you there.
Believe this and rely on His power,

His grace, and His love.
--Adapted from R. Halverson, former Chaplain of the Senate

*Response “Shalom”
Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.



