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Prelude1 
 
Call to Worship     

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Congregation: Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness on them has light shined! 
Leader: O sing to the Lord a new song; God’s salvation is at hand. 
Congregation: For a child has been born for us, a son given  to us! 
Leader: Celebrate the coming of the Prince of Peace. 

 
*Hymn  O Come All Ye Faithful  

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels. 
 
Refrain:  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, Lo, He shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
Son of the Father, begotten, not created.  Refrain 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest.  Refrain 

 
Candle-Lighting               

“God, you have given to all of us in darkness the gift of Christ, the Light of the World.  Let it 
be that he is the light of each of our lives.  So we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 

 
The Christ candle’s light that shines for us here  
Tells out the good news that God has come near! 
God came, a poor baby, in one time and place,  
To show all creation the wealth of God’s grace. 

 
Prayer of Adoration  
 Majestic in power and humility, expansive in grace and truth, You have come near to us, O 

God. And we praise you for that triumph and pray that your nearness would be forever for 
our good and your glory. Through Christ we ask, Amen. 

 
Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface, Stamp Thine image in its place: 
Second Adam from above, Reinstate us in Thy love. 
 
Let us Thee, though lost, regain, Thee, the Life, the inner man:  
O, to all Thyself impart, Formed in each believing heart. (2x) 
 

Scripture Reading   The Promise of the Messiah  Isaiah 9: 6 – 7 
 
*Hymn  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free. 
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's Strength and Consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 



Born Thy people to deliver, Born a Child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit, Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit, Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Leader: Let us reach for the grace of our Savior by acknowledging our sins. 
Congregation: Merciful God, we that have lived too much apart from you and have 
suffered for it. Forgive us, Lord, and renew us by your Spirit. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: Hear the good news: “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people.” (Titus 2: 11)  In Christ, our sins are forgiven and we all say together … 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing (vv. 1-2) 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’ incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

 
The Promise Fulfilled in Scripture and Carol 

Luke 2:1-7  Away in a Manger (vv. 1-2) 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky  
And stay by my cradle til morning is nigh. 

 
Luke 2:8-14  Angels We Have Heard On High (vv. 1-2) 

Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing o’er the plains 
And the mountains in reply Echo back their joyous strains. 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be Which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 
Luke 2:15-20  The First Noel (vv. 1-2, 5) 

The first Noel, the angels did say Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Noel. Noel. Noel. Noel. Born is the King of Israel. 
 



They looked up and saw a star Shining in the east, beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, And so it continued both day and night. 
Noel. Noel. Noel. Noel. Born is the King of Israel. 
 
Then entered in those Wise Men three, Full rev’rently upon their knee, 
And offered there in His presence Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel.  Born is the King of Israel. 

 
Scripture Reading   John 1:14 
 
Anthem    Night of Our Father’s Love           Rochelle Sallee, piano 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Affirmation of Faith                Heidelberg Catechism 31 

Leader: Why is He called Christ, that is, Anointed? 
 

Leader: Because He has been ordained by God the Father, and anointed with the Holy Spir-
it, to be our chief Prophet and Teacher, who has fully revealed to us the secret counsel 
and will of God concerning our redemption; our only High Priest, who by the one sacri-
fice of His body has redeemed us, and who continually intercedes for us before the Fa-
ther; and our eternal King, who governs us by His Word and Spirit, and who defends 
and preserves us in the redemption obtained for us. 

 
Choir Anthem Angels  Advent Carol           Rochelle Sallee, piano
                                                                             
The Christmas Message               Rev. Jeff Wood 
 
Offering, Dedicatory Prayer, Ascription of Praise                                                             Luke 1:68 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably upon his people and re-
deemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us In the house of his child David. 
 

*The Candles & The Carol   Silent Night                                                                           STILLE NACHT 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, Round yon virgin mother and child!   
Holy infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight, Glories stream from heaven afar,  
Heavenly hosts sing: "Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born." 
 
Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  
With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
*The Christmas Prayer (unison) 

When the song of angels is stilled, and the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and 
princes go home, and the shepherds are back with their flock; the work of Christmas  
begins: to find the lost, to feed the hungry, to unbind the captive, to rebuild the nations,  
to make peace among all people, to sing for joy to the Lord God. Gracious One,  deliver 
us from fear, and may your will be ours. Amen and Amen. 
 

*Response  Angels We have Heard on High  (refrain)  
      Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in Excelsis Deo. 
 
*Benediction 


