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        “Celebrate God all day, every day.  I mean revel in him!”  
Philippians 4:4 

 Epiphany 
Sunday, January 4, 2026 



 

 

Carillon Chimes 
  
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

Musical Moment 
 
 

*Call to Worship & Affirmation of Faith                                 Nicene Creed 

  
*Hymn  56PH    “THE FIRST NOWELL” (V. 1-5)                       THE FIRST NOWELL 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 

Refrain: 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

They looked up and saw a star Shining in the east beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night.  (refrain) 
 

And by the light of that same star,  
Three wise men came from country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent,  
And to follow the star wherever it went.  (refrain) 
 

This star drew nigh to the northwest; 
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest; And there it did both stop and stay, 
Right over the place where Jesus lay.  (refrain) 
 

Then entered in those wise men three, 
Fell reverently upon their knee, And offered there in His presence, 
Their gold, and myrrh , and frankincense.  (refrain) 
 

 Invitation to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)           
 Loving God, your light has come into the world but we too often 

hide in the shadows.  Forgive us for the fears caused by our sins.  
Forgive us for our sins.  Grant us courage to name our sins in the 
light and turn from our evil ways.  We do pray with the assurance 
from your word that you came in Jesus Christ not to condemn but  

 save the world.                                         (Silence for Individual Confession) 

Please stand if you are able.   
1. Please silence electronic devices 
PH=Presbyterian Hymnal  



 

 

*Assurance of Pardon 
 

*Response:  # 265 v. 6   The First Nowell     
Then let us all with one accord Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
That hath made heaven and earth of naught, 
And with His blood our life hath bought. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
Sermon Lesson Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Sermon 
                                                                                     Pastor  Jeff Wood 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
 
Words of Institution 

L: The Lord be with You. 
P:  And also with You. 
L:  Lift up your hearts. 
P:  We lift them to the Lord. 
L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise.  
 (The Great Prayer) 

 

Breaking the Bread and Presenting the Cup 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
 

Hymn 263 What Can I Give Him?                                      CASTLE 
   What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
  If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wiseman I would do my part’ 
Yet what can I give Him? Give Him my heart. 

 

Invitation to Offering and Offering           
 
 

Prayer of Dedication and Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

Ascription of Praise                           Luke 1:78-9 
 The dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those 

who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace.  Praise be to Him.    



 

 

*Hymn  292PH All Beautiful the March of Days          FOREST 

All beautiful the march of days, As seasons come and go; 
The hand that shaped the rose hath wrought 
The crystal of the snow; Hath sent the hoary frost of heaven, 
The flowing waters sealed, And laid a silent loveliness 
On hill and wood and field. 
 
O’Er white expanses sparkling pure The radiant morns unfold; 
The solemn splendors of the night Burn brighter through the cold; 
Life mounts in every throbbing vein,  
Love deepens round the hearth,  
And clearer sounds the angel hymn, “Good will to all on earth.” 
 
O Thou from whose unfathomed law The year in beauty flows, 
Thyself the vision passing by In crystal and in rose, 
Day unto day doth utter speech, And night to night proclaim, 
In ever-changing words of light, The wonder of Thy name. 

                                           
*Charge and Benediction                                                                        

Wherever you are, Christ has put you there. 
There is something He wants to do through you there. 
Wherever you go, Christ is sending you. 
The indwelling Christ has something  
He wants to do through you there. 
Believe this and rely on His power,  
His grace, and His love. 
--Adapted from R. Halverson, former Chaplain of the Senate 

 
*Response  “Shalom”   

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. 
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 
In all your living and through your loving, 
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 
 

*Postlude                  Praise Ye The Lord of Hosts                      SAINT-SËANS 
        “May the angels of heaven be among you. 

May we have an abundance of peace. 
May our vessels be full of charity. 
May our banks be rich with mercy. 
May cheerfulness preside over you. 
In all things may Jesus be present."      St. Bridgid of Ireland 


