Church at Prayer RUNNING THE RACE June 9, 2026

READ: 2 Peter 3:1-8 “While you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be found living
peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in his sight” (2 Peter 3:14).

In 2005 Dean Karnazes ran 350 miles in eighty hours—setting the world record for distance running without
sleep. Ten years later, Rob Young, nicknamed the “Marathon Man,” broke the record by covering nearly 374
miles in eighty-eight hours. Young, who had endured abuse by his father as a child, said he ran with two goals
in mind: to test the limits of human endurance and to help the world become a better place for kids.

The apostle Peter encourages us to continue running the race for Jesus—making “every effort to be found living
peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in [God’s] sight,” and to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:14,18). As we press on, we're reminded that although the race in Christ can
sometimes seem to be long and taxing, God “isn’t really being slow about his promise’—He’s simply patiently
allowing us to keep following His pace, for “He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to
repent” (2 Peter 3:9).

Rob Young runs to raise funds to help kids find a better life. As believers in Jesus, we also run life’s race to serve
others: working toward helping them experience God’s life and joy—now and eternally. We run against winds
blowing contrary to God’s truth—including distortions of God’s intent for healthy sexuality, selfish desires, and a
tendency to resist His reality (2 Peter 2:10; 3:3). However, we can live pure, blameless, grace-filled lives by sharing
Christ’s spirit through His Spirit as we look forward to our future with Jesus (2 Peter 3:12). He provides the wisdom,
power, and strength we need to stay in the race as we grow in Christlikeness. “All glory to him, both now and
forever! Amen” (2 Peter 3:18). — Tom Felten

MORE: Read Philippians 3:14 to see what Paul looked forward to at the end of life’s race.

NEXT: What's been negatively affecting your pace as you've strived to run well for Jesus? As you consider
Peter’'s words in 2 Peter 3, what gives you encouragement to press on in Christ today?

Taken from Our Daily Bread®. Copyright 2017 by Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Prayer Suggestions

¢ Give thanks and praise to our good God who by grace calls us into His family, so that we can call God
our Father and Jesus our Brother. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his children through
Jesus Christ (Eph 1:7). Rejoice! For we have every spiritual blessing in Christ.

e Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal anything in your life which is hindering His work within and through you.

« Pray for those who work with orphaned children worldwide, that God will provide all the resources they
need to care for the children and bless their efforts. Pray particularly for those in areas of conflict such
as the Middle East and Ukraine.

« Pray for those whose faith is weak due to hardship or loss. May they "fix their eyes on Jesus" (Heb 12:2)
and grow stronger day by day with the Holy Spirit's empowerment.

« Pray for the staff of Central Florida Presbytery and for all the member pastors. May they continue to do
God's work in God's way, for God's glory.

---Originally written by Joan Giltinan, 2022



CHURCH AT PRAYER

Current Health Issues:

Joyce Anderson’s daughter, Cheryl

Jamie Bachman

Linda Banks’ mother & friend Loretta Martin

Clark Brillhart

Clark & Jean Brillhart’s friend, Liz

Doris Brown & daughter-in-law, Sandy

Betty Burgess

Sally Clark

Diane Cooper's nephew Travis & sister, Gay

Barbara Eisenbach’s friend, Rev. Richard Adams

Marlene Foley

Andrea Gardner’s mother, Gloria

Ray & Gayle Green’s daughter Samantha, grandson
Melvin, Kim & Sally

Billie Gregg

Barbara Harding

Irene Harpley

Mildred Hartman

Susan Heitmeyer

Ron Kelly

Mary Keogh's friend Corrine

Sharon Layman’s sister Robin, brother-in-law Joe
DeRosa

Juanita Leioatts, nephew Bradley & friend Ann

Betty Letrick & grandson, Austin

Doreen Lynch’s brother, Richard, friends; Jessica, Judy,
Chris, & neighbors, Linda & Al

Marjorie Martin's daughter-in-law, Anita

Marshall (Patsy) McCammack

Cornelia Mills' neighbor, Jack R.

Kathy Morrison

Karen Pike

Dan Sharrow & daughter, Courtney

June Taylor’s daughter, Cheri & son-in-law, Mike

Norma Tebbs’ friend, Esther

Sue Treb's great-granddaughter, Thunder

Juanita & Bill Welsh

Carol Wise & her son, Jimmy

Pastor Jeff’s son’s sister-in law, Rene

Julie Wylie, & grandson, Austin

Persistent/Chronic lliness:
Pam Carter

Pat (John) Carroll

Stan (Helga) LaVoque

Homebound/Care facilities:
Ray Bratberg
Mary Lou Morse
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Team Members:

Joyce Anderson, Clark Brillhart, Jane Capo,
Pat Carroll, Sally Clark, Barbara Eisenbach,
Cornelia Mills, (Rev. Jeff Wood)

Pray with us: Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m.
To request prayer, contact the office
or speak to a team member.

Prayer Teaching:
4th Tuesday of the Month at 9:30 a.m.




