
Church at Prayer   STEP BY STEP    June 16, 2026 
 

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! Psalm 133:1 
 
READ:    1 Peter 4:7-11 
 
A dozen teams, each including three people standing shoulder to shoulder, prepared for the 
four-legged race. Each outside person bound to the person in the middle by colorful rags at their 
ankles and knees, every trio locked their eyes on the finish line. When the whistle blew, the 
teams lunged forward. Most of them fell and struggled to regain their footing. A few groups 
chose to hop instead of walk. Some gave up. But one team delayed their start, confirmed their 
plan, and communicated as they moved forward. They stumbled along the way but pressed on 
and soon passed all the teams. Their willingness to cooperate, step by step, enabled them to 
cross the finish line together. 
 
Living for God within the community of believers in Jesus often feels as frustrating as trying to 
move forward during a four-legged race. We often stumble when interacting with people who 
hold different opinions from us. 
 
Peter speaks of prayer, hospitality, and using our gifts to align ourselves in unity for life ahead. 
He urges believers in Jesus to “love each other deeply” (1 Peter 4:8), to be hospitable without 
complaining, and to “serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms” (v. 
10). When we ask God to help us communicate and cooperate, we can lead the race in showing 
the world how to celebrate differences and live together in unity. 
 
By:   Xochitl Dixon   Taken from Our Daily Bread®. Copyright 2021 by Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI.  
Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 
REFLECT:   When have you struggled to work with someone who was different from you? How 
has God helped you? 
 
PRAY:     Mighty God, please help me communicate and cooperate with others as I learn to love 
like You. 
 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS:    
 

• Praise God for His presence in our lives!  Pray that His Spirit may shine through you 
more and more and show you opportunities to encourage others. 

• Pray for our snowbirds up north, asking God to bless them and enrich their worship.  
Pray for folks who are visiting us this summer. 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to be a balm over our nation, especially in places of conflict.   

• Pray for Mr. and Mrs. Griffin Wood on their honeymoon cruise.   

• Pray for success of the treaty to end hostilities between Iran and the U.S. and Israel and 
for continued patience and wisdom on both sides. 

• Pray for unity among Christians so we can reach out and help those who are hurting. 
 
 

Prayer Notes 



Persistent/Chronic Illness:  
Pam Carter 
Pat (John) Carroll 
Stan (Helga) LaVoque 
  
Homebound/Care facilities:  
Ray Bratberg 
Mary Lou Morse 
  
   

Team Members:   
Joyce Anderson, Clark Brillhart, Jane Capo, 
Pat Carroll, Sally Clark, Barbara Eisenbach, 
Cornelia Mills, (Rev. Jeff Wood) 
 
Pray with us: Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m.   
To request prayer, contact the office  
or speak to a team member. 
 
Prayer Teaching:  
4th Tuesday of the Month at 9:30 a.m.  

CHURCH AT PRAYER 

Current Health Issues: 
Joyce Anderson’s daughter, Cheryl 
Jamie Bachman 
Linda Banks’ mother & friend Loretta Martin 
Karen Bowser’s granddaughter, Harriet 
Clark Brillhart 
Clark & Jean Brillhart’s friend, Liz 
Doris Brown & daughter-in-law, Sandy 
Betty Burgess 
Sally Clark 
Diane Cooper's nephew Travis & sister, Gay  
Barbara Eisenbach’s friend, Rev. Richard Adams 
Marlene Foley 
Andrea Gardner’s mother, Gloria 
Ray & Gayle Green’s daughter Samantha, grandson 

Melvin, Kim & Sally 
Billie Gregg 
Barbara Harding 
Irene Harpley 
Mildred Hartman 
Susan Heitmeyer 
Ron Kelly 
Mary Keogh's friend Corrine 
Sharon Layman’s sister Robin, brother-in-law Joe 

DeRosa  
Juanita Leioatts, nephew Bradley & friend Ann 
Betty Letrick & grandson, Austin 
Doreen Lynch’s brother, Richard, friends; Jessica,  Judy, 

Chris, & neighbors, Linda & Al 
Marjorie Martin's daughter-in-law, Anita  
Marshall (Patsy) McCammack 
Cornelia Mills' neighbor, Jack R. 
Kathy Morrison 
Karen Pike 
Dan Sharrow & daughter, Courtney 
June Taylor’s daughter, Cheri & son-in-law, Mike 
Norma Tebbs’ friend, Esther 
Sue Treb’s great-granddaughter, Thunder  
Juanita  & Bill Welsh 
Carol Wise & her son, Jimmy 
Pastor Jeff’s son’s sister-in law, Rene 
Julie Wylie, & grandson, Austin 
  


