Church at Prayer VANITY ON FIRE JUNE 30, 2026

Create in me a pure heart, O God.
Psalm 51:10

READ: Matthew 5:21-30

In February 1497, a Monk named Girolamo Savonarola started a fire. Leading up to this, he and
his followers spent several months collecting items that they thought might entice people to sin
or neglect their religious duties—including artwork, cosmetics, instruments, and dresses. On the
appointed day, thousands of vanity items were gathered at a public square in Florence, Italy,
and set on fire. The event has come to be known as the Bonfire of the Vanities.

Savonarola might have found inspiration for his extreme actions in some shocking statements
from the Sermon on the Mount. “If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw
it away,” said Jesus. “And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away”
(Matthew 5:29-30). But if we interpret Jesus’s words literally, we miss the point of the message.
The entire sermon is a lesson on going deeper than the surface, to focus on the state of our
hearts rather than blaming our behavior on external distractions and temptations.

The Bonfire of the Vanities made a great show of destroying belongings and works of art, but it
is unlikely that the hearts of those involved were changed in the process. Only God can change
a heart. That's why the psalmist prayed, “Create in me a pure heart, O God” (Psalm 51:10). It’s
our heart that counts.

By: Remi Oyedele Taken from Our Daily Bread®. Copyright 2020 by Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

REFLECT: What behaviors or distractions might be on your list of “vanities”? How do you try to
‘manage” them?

PRAY: Holy God, please give me the grace to surrender my heart to You and yield my life’s
vanities to the purifying fire of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER FOCUS:

Our culture seems to have taken “distraction” to a new level, but really “there is nothing new
under the sun”. God’s people and creation have been under attack from the enemy, Satan,
since the beginning. Today, let’s pray for people who feel distracted or.stretched in too many
directions...

e Single parents

e Those who have lost a spouse recently

e Caregivers at Sebastian and Indian River hospitals.

e Pray for children experiencing food insecurity during the summer break, and for the

Ecumenical Food Pantry.
e Pray for earthquake recovery and humanitarian efforts in Venezuela

Prayer Notes



CHURCH AT PRAYER

Current Health Issues:

Joyce Anderson’s daughter, Cheryl

Jamie Bachman

Linda Banks’ mother & friend Loretta Martin

Karen Bowser’s granddaughter, Harriet

Clark Brillhart

Clark & Jean Brillhart’s friend, Liz

Doris Brown & daughter-in-law, Sandy

Betty Burgess

Sally Clark

Diane Cooper's nephew Travis & sister, Gay

Barbara Eisenbach’s friend, Rev. Richard Adams

Marlene Foley

Andrea Gardner’s mother, Gloria

Ray & Gayle Green’s daughter Samantha, grandson
Melvin, Kim & Sally

Billie Gregg

Barbara Harding

Irene Harpley

Mildred Hartman

Susan Heitmeyer

Ron Kelly

Tom Killian

Mary Keogh's friend Corrine

Sharon Layman’s sister Robin, brother-in-law Joe
DeRosa

Juanita Leioatts, nephew Bradley & friend Ann

Betty Letrick & grandson, Austin

Doreen Lynch’s brother, Richard, friends; Jessica, Judy,
Chris, & neighbors, Linda & Al

Marjorie Martin's daughter-in-law, Anita

Marshall (Patsy) McCammack

Cornelia Mills' neighbor, Jack R.

Kathy Morrison

Karen Pike

Dan Sharrow & daughter, Courtney

June Taylor’s daughter, Cheri & son-in-law, Mike

Norma Tebbs’ friend, Esther

Sue Treb'’s great-granddaughter, Thunder

Juanita & Bill Welsh

Carol Wise & her son, Jimmy

Pastor Jeff’s son’s sister-in law, Rene

Julie Wylie, & grandson, Austin

Persistent/Chronic lliness:
Pam Carter

Pat (John) Carroll

Stan (Helga) LaVoque

Homebound/Care facilities:
Ray Bratberg
Mary Lou Morse
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Team Members:

Joyce Anderson, Clark Brillhart, Jane Capo,
Pat Carroll, Sally Clark, Barbara Eisenbach,
Cornelia Mills, (Rev. Jeff Wood)

Pray with us: Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m.
To request prayer, contact the office
or speak to a team member.

Prayer Teaching:
4th Tuesday of the Month at 9:30 a.m.




