
Church at Prayer    YOU HAVE A CHOICE                July 14, 2026 
 
READ:  Joshua 14:14-24  “If you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today whom you will serve. . . . But as 
for me and my family, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 
 
“You mean, I can choose to believe in Jesus?” my young Nepali friend asked in surprise as I was giving her a 
ride to the grocery store. She was an international student at the same university I was attending and had 
been coming for several months to a weekly Bible study. As we were discussing her thoughts regarding the 
study, she suddenly became shocked by the realization that she could choose what to believe. She had 
grown up in a culture where faith was something she was born into, with no choice given to her. 
Throughout the book of Joshua, God showed He’s completely worthy to be trusted and followed. In fact, 
“not a single one of all the good promises the Lord had given to the family of Israel was left unful-
filled” (Joshua 21:45). Toward the end of Joshua’s life, he reminded the people of Israel of all the incredible 
things God had done for them and gave them a challenge—to choose whom they would follow and serve. 
The people of Israel were at a crossroads in which they had to make a decision whether to “serve the Lord 
alone” or serve the idols of the nations surrounding them (Joshua 24:14). God certainly could have forced 
them to follow Him, but He didn’t do that. Instead, He allowed them to choose. As Joshua said, “If you refuse 
to serve the Lord , then choose today whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served 
beyond the Euphrates? . . . But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 
Today, God allows us to choose whom we’ll follow just as He did with the Israelites thousands of years ago. 
We need not allow culture and tradition to be the basis on which we make our decision. May we, like Josh-
ua, have the courage to choose to serve God as He draws us! —Estera Pirosca Escobar 
 
MORE: In Acts 16:1-12, note the testimony of one who had lived by cultural and religious rules but after en-
countering Jesus chose to follow Him. 
 
NEXT: What is holding you back from following God?  Why would it be wise to choose to serve Him today? 
Taken from Our Daily Bread®. Copyright 2017 by Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI.  Used by per-
mission.  All rights reserved. 
 
Prayer Suggestions 

"Be still and know that I am God."  Allow God's presence to fill you as you pray or sing these words to 
Him. 

Give thanks for the "Sabbath rest for the people of God."  Meditate on God's rest and shalom peace.  
Name any burdens you carry, any unconfessed sin, any worry or despair, any lack of faith, and give 
them to Jesus, our High Priest.  Affirm in your spirit that He is bearing them for you. 

Pray for the people and nations of the Middle East, asking God to move in that region to bring peace and 
healing by his Holy Spirit. 

Pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the churches of our nation, that they may lift up Jesus' 
name more faithfully and visibly than ever before.   

Pray for Make Way Partners and Compassion International, two ministries we support.  Pray that God 
will extend their reach so that more and more women and children may be rescued in Jesus's name 

Pray for those who govern our city, state, and nation.  May they govern wisely and diligently, with humili-
ty and patience. 

http://links.rbcministries.mkt6605.com/ctt?kn=27&ms=MjkxODE0NjAS1&r=NzgyMDAwMjExNTUS1&b=0&j=MTA0Mzg4OTA2NQS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.rbcministries.mkt6605.com/ctt?kn=18&ms=MjkxODE0NjAS1&r=NzgyMDAwMjExNTUS1&b=0&j=MTA0Mzg4OTA2NQS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.rbcministries.mkt6605.com/ctt?kn=11&ms=MjkxODE0NjAS1&r=NzgyMDAwMjExNTUS1&b=0&j=MTA0Mzg4OTA2NQS2&mt=1&rt=0


Persistent/Chronic Illness:  
Pam Carter 
Pat (John) Carroll 
Stan (Helga) LaVoque 
  
Homebound/Care facilities:  
Ray Bratberg 
Mary Lou Morse 
  
  
   

Team Members:   
Joyce Anderson, Clark Brillhart, Jane Capo, 
Pat Carroll, Sally Clark, Barbara Eisenbach, 
Cornelia Mills, (Rev. Jeff Wood) 
 
Pray with us: Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m.   
To request prayer, contact the office  
or speak to a team member. 
 
Prayer Teaching:  
4th Tuesday of the Month at 9:30 a.m.  

CHURCH AT PRAYER 

Current Health Issues: 
Joyce Anderson’s daughter, Cheryl 
Jamie Bachman 
Linda Banks’ mother & friend Loretta Martin 
Karen Bowser’s nephew, Maple  
Clark Brillhart 
Clark & Jean Brillhart’s friend, Liz 
Doris Brown & daughter-in-law, Sandy 
Betty Burgess 
Sally Clark 
Diane Cooper's nephew, Travis  
Barbara Eisenbach’s friend, Rev. Richard Adams 
Marlene Foley 
Andrea Gardner’s mother, Gloria 
Ray & Gayle Green’s daughter Samantha, grandson 

Melvin, Kim & Sally 
Billie Gregg 
Barbara Harding 
Irene Harpley 
Mildred Hartman 
Susan Heitmeyer 
Ron Kelly 
Tom Killian 
Mary Keogh's friend Corrine 
Sharon Layman’s sister Robin, brother-in-law Joe 

DeRosa  
Juanita Leioatts, nephew Bradley & friend Ann 
Betty Letrick & grandson, Austin 
Doreen Lynch’s brother, Richard, friends; Jessica,  Judy, 

Chris, & neighbors, Linda & Al 
Marjorie Martin's daughter-in-law, Anita  
Marshall (Patsy) McCammack 
Cornelia Mills' neighbor, Jack R. 
Kathy Morrison 
Karen Pike 
Dan Sharrow & daughter, Courtney 
June Taylor’s daughter, Cheri & son-in-law, Mike 
Norma Tebbs’ friend, Esther 
Sue Treb’s great-granddaughter, Thunder  
Juanita  & Bill Welsh 
Carol Wise & her son, Jimmy 
Pastor Jeff’s son’s sister-in law, Rene 
Julie Wylie, & grandson, Austin 
  
 
 


