
Church at Prayer           IN HIDING               July 21, 2026 

READ: Genesis 3:8-13  People who conceal their sins will hot prosper, but if they confess and turn from them, 
they will receive mercy (Proverbs 28:13). 

My parents didn’t have much money, so when Dad gave me a small pocketknife, I treasured it. The gift came 
with one caveat though. Because I was only eight years old, I couldn’t use it—I could only carry it in my pocket! 

You might guess how that went. Soon I found a place to hide and opened the knife to admire the edge. It wasn’t 
long before I began to whittle sticks with it. One day the blade slipped and cut my finger. Now I had to hide the 
wound from my parents! It wasn’t long until my mother noticed and quickly guessed the cause of the cut. At first, 
I engaged in hardline denial. But after what seemed like weeks of “interrogation” (actually only a few minutes), I 
admitted my crime. Dad took the knife and forgave me. Eventually, he gave it back—much later. 

When we do something we know is wrong, our instinct is to hide. That’s what Adam and Eve did when they did 
the one thing that God told them not to do. God came looking for them, but His motive wasn’t to destroy them in 
anger. Instead He asked, “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:9)—not because He didn’t know, but because He knew 
Adam and Eve had to confront what they had done. 

Both the man and the woman engaged in blame-shifting (Genesis 3:12-13), neither of them owning up to their 
disobedience. Still, God provided for them and made a way forward. He never stopped loving them. 

In my case, my dad felt more sadness than anger over my disobedience. That’s a small picture of God. We’re 
ashamed of our failures and sin, and so we hide from Him. Yet He already knows us intimately, and He always 
comes looking for us. That’s the kind of God we serve. He offers us a place to belong—one with other forgiven 
sinners. Today, will we hide or step inside? —Tim Gustafson 

MORE: Read 1 John 1:9 and bring any unconfessed sin you’ve been trying to hid to God in prayer. 

NEXT:  Why do you think God asked Adam where he was?  What do we learn about God’s character from this 
account? 

Taken from Our Daily Bread®. Copyright 2017 by Our Daily Bread Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS 

* During our Church service every Sunday we have our “Prayer of Confession” which we say in unison. 
Our confession is a commitment to God not to sin again.  Though confession may be uncomfortable, do 
not run away or shift blame to someone else.  Jesus has already paid the ultimate price for our sins, 
Jesus just wants us to ask for forgiveness in prayer.    

* The Bible teaches us not to hide from God because of our guilt, but to seek out the Lord and worship 
Him. Psalms 32:7  “You are my hiding place; you protect me from trouble.  You surround me with songs 
of victory”. Trust in the Lord and He will keep you safe. Pray that God will lead you to a hiding place within 
God’s loving arms. 

* Do you feel God doesn’t hear you or answer your prayers?  I think we all do at one time or another, 
however, that is when we need to trust in the Lord at all times.  God doesn’t always give us what we 
petition but he does always give us what we need.  He comes to us in His timing, with His acts, by His 
will.  Our job is to thrust in Him.  Turn to Jesus for comfort and He will give you peace. 

* Check our prayer list on the back of this sheet.  Ask the Holy Spirit to keep them comforted, heal their 
bodies and ease their pain.  Prayer is powerful, pray for our members and their family members and 
friends.  As we all grieve those we’ve lost, help us remember, they are with our Lord. 



Persistent/Chronic Illness:  
Pam Carter 
Pat (John) Carroll 
Stan (Helga) LaVoque 
  
Homebound/Care facilities:  
Ray Bratberg 
Mary Lou Morse 
 

  

Team Members:   
Joyce Anderson, Clark Brillhart, Jane Capo, 
Pat Carroll, Sally Clark, Barbara Eisenbach, 
Cornelia Mills, (Rev. Jeff Wood) 
 
Pray with us: Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m.   
To request prayer, contact the office  
or speak to a team member. 
 
Prayer Teaching:  
4th Tuesday of the Month at 9:30 a.m.  

CHURCH AT PRAYER 

Current Health Issues: 
Joyce Anderson’s daughter, Cheryl 
Jamie Bachman 
Linda Banks’ mother & friend Loretta Martin 
Karen Bowser’s nephew, Maple  
Clark Brillhart 
Clark & Jean Brillhart’s friend, Liz 
Doris Brown & daughter-in-law, Sandy 
Betty Burgess 
Sally Clark 
Diane Cooper's nephew, Travis  
Barbara Eisenbach’s friend, Rev. Richard Adams 
Marlene Foley 
Andrea Gardner’s mother, Gloria 
Ray & Gayle Green’s daughter Samantha, grandson 

Melvin, Kim & Sally 
Billie Gregg 
Barbara Harding 
Irene Harpley 
Mildred Hartman 
Susan Heitmeyer 
Ron Kelly 
Tom Killian 
Mary Keogh's friend Corrine 
Sharon Layman’s sister Robin, brother-in-law Joe 

DeRosa  
Juanita Leioatts, nephew Bradley & friend Ann 
Betty Letrick & grandson, Austin 
Doreen Lynch’s brother, Richard, friends; Jessica,  Judy, 

Chris, & neighbors, Linda & Al 
Marjorie Martin's daughter-in-law, Anita  
Marshall (Patsy) McCammack 
Cornelia Mills' neighbor, Jack R. 
Kathy Morrison 
Karen Pike 
Dan Sharrow & daughter, Courtney 
June Taylor’s daughter, Cheri & son-in-law, Mike 
Norma Tebbs’ friend, Esther 
Sue Treb’s great-granddaughter, Thunder  
Juanita  & Bill Welsh 
Carol Wise & her son, Jimmy 
Pastor Jeff’s son’s sister-in law, Rene 
Julie Wylie, & grandson, Austin 
  
 
 

Grieving: 
Family and friends of Julie Wyllie, on the loss of 

her husband Pat.  (7/2026) 
   


