Church at Prayer LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS July 28, 2026

READ: Psalm 27:1-14
“The Lord is my light and my salvation — so why should | be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1)

A friend of mine grew up in a rural part of Hawaii where her family had no electricity. As a child, the
dark hours of the night frightened her. Without streetlights or the occasional lamp-lit window, it was
easy to imagine a scary ogre or hungry beast lurking around the corner. Eventually, my frend left
Hawaii to attend college in another region of the US. Although modern lighting brightened the
evening hours, her fear of the dark persisted. Finally, as a married adult with children, she began to
ask God to help her overcome her fear, and He answered her prayers. She's no Innger afraid of the
dark!

By its nature, light dispels darkness, and so God was like a torch on a dark night for David, chasing
his fears into the distant shadows. In Psalm 27, he confidently declared, “The Lord is my light and
my salvation—so why should | be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1).

With God lighting his way, David felt safe. He believed the Lord would help him in his troubles
(Psalm 27:3). Anyone who knows they have a loving Protector close at hand will feel courageous
when they're threatened. The problem is that sometimes our imagination magnifies whatever is
threatening us and we can doubt God's power.

David called out to God and could therefore say with confidence: “Though a mighty army sumounds
me, my heart will not be afraid. Even if | am attacked, | will remain confident” (Psalm 27:3).

David called out to God and could therefore say with confidence: “Though a mighty army surrounds
me, my heart will not be afraid. Even if | am attacked, | will remain confident’ (Psalm 27:3).

MORE: Read Psalm 139:12 to see God's perspective on darkness.

NEXT: What are you mosl afraid of? How has this fear affected you? What might happen if you
asked (God to give you courage and take away your fear?

Taken from Our Dady Bread®, Copyright 2017 by Qur Daily Bread Minisiries, Grand Rapids, M|, Used by permission,
All rights reserved.

Prayer Suggestion;

« Tdohn1:5°. ... God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all®. Light represents what is pure,
good, and holy. Darkness represents what is sinful and evil. Believe in Him, having a
relationship with God will guide us oul of the darkness and info the light.

« We pray for strength and courage, just as David did when facing his enemies. Know that God
loves us and is always with us, protecting, loving and guiding. As believers, we are one of God's
chosen people. He says to us in Isaiah 41:10, "so do not fear, for | am with you; do not be
dismayed, for | am your God”,

« Pray for the people in and around Houston whose lives will be forever changed due to Hurricane
Harvey and all the flooding. The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has asked for our prayers.
There are copies of a beautiful prayer available on the hall table. They are also accepting
donations. The information is available in the church office.

« Pray for our church, Pastor Jeff, and those on our prayer list.



CHURCH AT PRAYER

Current Health Issues:

Joyce Anderson’s daughter, Cheryl

Jamie Bachman

Linda Banks’ mother & friend Loretta Martin

Karen Bowser’s nephew, Maple

Clark Brillhart

Clark & Jean Brillhart’s friend, Liz

Doris Brown & daughter-in-law, Sandy

Betty Burgess

Pat Carroll’s sister-in-law, Cynthia

Sally Clark

Diane Cooper's nephew, Travis

Barbara Eisenbach’s friend, Rev. Richard Adams

Marlene Foley

Andrea Gardner’s mother, Gloria

Ray & Gayle Green’s daughter Samantha, grandson
Melvin, Kim & Sally

Billie Gregg

Barbara Harding

Irene Harpley

Mildred Hartman

Susan Heitmeyer

Ron Kelly

Tom Killian

Mary Keogh's friend Corrine

Sharon Layman’s sister Robin, brother-in-law Joe
DeRosa

Juanita Leioatts, nephew Bradley & friend Ann

Betty Letrick & grandson, Austin

Doreen Lynch’s brother, Richard, friends; Jessica, Judy,
Chris, & neighbors, Linda & Al

Marjorie Martin's daughter-in-law, Anita

Marshall (Patsy) McCammack

Cornelia Mills' neighbor, Jack R.

Kathy Morrison

Karen Pike

Dan Sharrow & daughter, Courtney

June Taylor’s daughter, Cheri & son-in-law, Mike

Norma Tebbs’ friend, Esther

Sue Treb'’s great-granddaughter, Thunder

Juanita & Bill Welsh

Carol Wise & her son, Jimmy

Pastor Jeff’s son’s sister-in law, Rene

Julie Wylie, & grandson, Austin

Persistent/Chronic lliness:
Pam Carter

Pat (John) Carroll

Stan (Helga) LaVoque

Homebound/Care facilities:
Ray Bratberg
Mary Lou Morse

Grieving:
Family and friends of Julie Wyllie, on the loss of
her husband Pat. (7/2026)
*the service for Pat will be held Saturday,
August 22, 2026 at 10 a.m.
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Team Members:

Joyce Anderson, Clark Brillhart, Jane Capo,
Pat Carroll, Sally Clark, Barbara Eisenbach,
Cornelia Mills, (Rev. Jeff Wood)

Pray with us: Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m.
To request prayer, contact the office
or speak to a team member.

Prayer Teaching:
4th Tuesday of the Month at 9:30 a.m.




